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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

Eliot Sarli stepped on the tiny stool, stead-
ied on each side by a familiar teacher.

Together they lifted a heavy bucket 
filled with ice water over the head of 

Brown Avenue School Principal Helina Dlugon.
Sarli, a third-grader, giggled and grinned. Last 

Wednesday, he was the king of the school, having 
raised more than any other student toward the 
school’s own version of “The Polar Plunge” called 
“Pay to Pour.” 

The school had hoped to raise $1,000 to help in-
crease awareness for Special Olympics RI. 

Sarli, as the school’s top student fundraiser, had 
his choice of five faculty members. He raised more 
than $1,200 on his own, and chose the school’s 
fearless leader as his ice water target.

Teachers Amanda Sloan and Bryana Ruisi helped 
Sarli hoist the bucket high. Dlugon gasped. And 
The final pour of the day swept over the school’s 
top administrator, who smiled and struggled to 
sweep the water from her eyes.

Math Interventionist Cindy Joyce helped to 
compile some notes on the Brown Avenue Polar 
Plunge. 

Joyce and the rest of the school’s Inclusion Core 
Team, which includes Dlugon, faculty members 
Deana Lavoie and Amanda Sloan, and Special 
Olympics Team Member Tanya Creamer, have 
been working toward becoming a Unified Cham-
pion School, through a partnership with the Spe-
cial Olympics of Rhode Island (SORI).  

‘DUMP 
THAT 

WATER!’
Brown Ave. kids 
‘Pay to Pour’ for 
Special Olympics

HEAD OF THE CLASS: Students lined up to soak teachers and most of all, the Brown Avenue School’s Prin-
cipal Helina Dlugon. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)POUR - PAGE 12■

By RORY SCHULER

Rhode Island and Johnston’s top politicians gathered 
inside the town’s Johnston Indoor Recreation Center 
Saturday afternoon. Members and coaches of local soccer 
teams packed the blue bleachers lined up on the gym 
floor.

“We’ve got some great news,” announced Johnston 
Mayor Joseph M. Polisena.

Polisena wouldn’t reveal the reason for the assembly 
before the event. Instead, he packed the auditorium with  
Ocean State dignitaries like Gov. Dan McKee, Attorney 
General Peter Neronha, Rep. James Langevin, Sen. Jack 
Reed, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, Lt. Gov. Sabina Matos 
and Cranston Mayor Ken Hopkins, a Johnston native.

Johnston lands 
$1.1 million 
grant for new 
soccer complex 

FEDERAL GRANT: Rep. James Langevin announced a $1.1 million federal grant to “rehabilitate and restore” 
Johnston’s Youth Soccer Complex. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

GRANT - PAGE 4■
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Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery storage system, 
stores solar energy that can power your whole home during utility 
power outages and save you money on your electric bill.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(888) 861-0872

$0 DOWN 
FINANCING 
OPTIONS!**

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

OFFER!*

**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

Johnston Police Log

FELONY ASSAULT
Around 1 p.m., Feb. 28, 

members of third watch 
were notified by communi-
cations personnel that Scitu-
ate Police and Rhode Island 
State Police were in pursuit 
of a stolen motor vehicle. 

The vehicle was described 
as a black Volvo S80 with 
Massachusetts plates, which 
had been entered into NCIC 
as stolen by the Uxbridge 
Police Department earlier 
that day.

Communications person-
nel reported that the vehicle 
was now traveling east on 
Hartford Avenue and had 
crossed into Johnston.

Johnston Police posi-
tioned a marked cruiser in 
the area of 2100 Hartford 
Ave., facing eastbound. 

“Shortly after I observed 
the suspect vehicle drive 
past my location and enter 
the westbound lane of trav-
el,” Johnston Police Officer 
Thomas Santurri wrote in 
the incident report. 

The suspect starting trav-
eling the wrong way on 
Hartford Avenue, so John-
ston Police initiated a pur-
suit and took over as lead 
vehicles.

“As the second car I be-
gan broadcasting the direc-
tion, speed and traffic con-
ditions, as well as the fact 
the vehicle was traveling on 
the wrong side of Hartford 
Avenue,” Santurri wrote. 
“At this time the suspect 
vehicle was traveling in ex-
cess of 65 MPH in a posted 
35 MPH zone.”

As the pursuit ap-
proached the intersection of 
Hartford Avenue and the 
Interstate-295 South ramp, 
the vehicle veered back into 
the eastbound lanes and ac-
celerated to around 80 
MPH. 

The pursuit continued 
east until the intersection 
with Atwood Avenue, when 
the vehicle nearly struck a 
third Johnston Police cruiser 
that had attempted to join 
the chase. 

“While I was in the area 
of 1495 Hartford Ave., fac-
ing west, I observed the sus-
pect vehicle traveling east at 
a high rate of speed,” John-
ston Police Officer Michael 
E. Andreozzi wrote in his 
incident report narrative. 
“Suddenly, and without 
warning, the suspect vehicle 
left the eastbound lane of 
travel, entered my lane of 
travel and was heading di-
rectly at my police vehicle. 
To avoid a head-on collision 
with the suspect vehicle, I 
immediately turned to-

wards the right lane nar-
rowly missing being struck 
by the suspect vehicle.”

The near-miss led to an 
upgrade in criminal charg-
es.

“At that time I was able to 
advise officers over the po-
lice radio that the suspect’s 
violent actions now consist-
ed of Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon (motor vehicle),” 
Andreozzi wrote.

In the vicinity of 1300 
Hartford Ave., the suspect’s 
vehicle collided with anoth-
er vehicle as it was attempt-
ing to turn left onto Hart-
ford Avenue. A cruiser was 
also damaged in the colli-
sion, by a tire that was dis-
lodged from the civilian ve-
hicle struck by the suspect. 

“As a result of the colli-
sion the suspect vehicle be-
came disabled and came to 
rest in the area of 1277 Hart-
ford Ave.,” Santurri wrote. 
“I then observed a malke 
exit the driver’s side of the 
vehicle and attempt to run 
from the location. At this 
time I drew my Department 
issued weapon and ordered 
the suspect to the ground, to 
which he complied.”

The driver was identified 
as Raymond A. Grundy, of 
136 Daniel Ave., Providence. 
Grundy also had a female 
passenger in the chase ve-
hicle. She was not identified 
by police in the redacted 
police incident report.

Grundy was arrested and 
transported to Johnston Po-
lice Headquarters, where he 
was processed and held 
pending arraignment.

A criminal background 
check revealed Grundy had 
two active bench warrants 
— the first out of Provi-
dence Superior Court for 
failure to appear at a Resti-
tution Payment hearing, 
and resulting bench war-
rant.

Johnston Police charged 
Grundy with Felony As-
sault with a Dangerous 
Weapon, Possession of a 
Stolen Motor Vehicle (Sec-
ond Offense), Reckless 
Driving and Eluding Police 
in a High Speed Pursuit, 
Operating with a Suspend-
ed License (Third Offense), 
Duty to Stop in Accident 
Resulting in Personal Injury 
and Resisting Arrest. 

Grundy also received 
traffic citations for Obedi-
ence to a Traffic Control De-
vice, Operating Left of Cen-
ter, and Speeding. 

ARREST WARRANT
At 1:23 a.m., March 14, 

Johnston Police Officer 

Manuel Perez was on a 
fixed post along Plainfield 
Street when he observed a 
grey Toyota traveling east 
with an expired registration.

After initiating a traffic 
stop, Perez identified the 
driver as Justiniano Her-
nandez, 21 Thurber St., 
Pawtucket. He was issued a 
citation for Driving with Ex-
pired Registration.

A background check re-
vealed that Hernandez was 
wanted in reference to a 
Third District Court War-
rant out of the Pawtucket 
Police Department. 

He was arrested and 
transported to Johnston Po-
lice Headquarters where he 
was processed and secured 
in a cell. At 2:43 a.m., Her-
nandez was transported to 
the ACI male intake center 
to await arraignment. 

…
At 10:45 p.m., March 14, 

while on a fixed post along 
Plainfield Street, Johnston 
Police Officer Thomas San-
turri observed a silver car 
drive eastbound with heav-
ily tinted windows. Santurri 
initiated a traffic stop and 
made contact with the driv-
er.

The driver was not identi-
fied in the redacted police 
incident report. 

Another occupant in the 
vehicle, however, was iden-
tified as Savanh Douangsa-
vanh, of 34 Dorchester Ave., 
Apt. 1, Providence. A back-
ground check revealed that 
Douangsavanh had an ac-
tive arrest warrant out of the 
Pawtucket Police Depart-
ment for Domestic Breaking 
and Entering and Domestic 
Disorderly Conduct. 

He was taken into custo-
dy and transported to John-
ston Police Headquarters 
where he was processed 
and later turned over to 
Pawtucket Police. 

LARCENY
Around 11 a.m., March 2, 

a local business owner ar-
rived at the Johnston Police 
Headquarters to make a lar-
ceny complaint against a 
customer. The business 
owner’s identity was re-
dacted from the police inci-
dent report.

The business owner told 
police that one of his cus-
tomers picked up and 
placed several sports trad-
ing cards in his sweatshirt 
and pants pocket. The shop 
owner estimated the value 
of the stolen cards around 
$60, and told police he could 
identify the suspect as Jef-
frey Velleca, of 26 Campbell 
St., West Warwick. The cus-
tomer had shopped at the 
store on previous occasions.

The business owner 
showed police video on his 
cell phone from the inci-
dent. The owner told police 
he would like to pursue 
criminal charges. The case 
was forwarded to the John-
ston Police Detective Divi-
sion for further investiga-
tion.

On March 14, Velleca was 
arrested, charged with Lar-
ceny (under $1,500) and re-
leased with a Third District 
Court notice to appear on 
April 4. Velleca had been 
picked up by Rhode Island 
State Police from the Hope 
Valley Barracks.

Raymond A. Grundy
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Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 3/31/22Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 3/31/22 WBWB

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
LUNCH OR DINNER 

COUPON VALID ON SANDWICHES OR ENTREES 
(OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE) 

Not valid with online, Grubhub, and DoorDash orders. Offer valid Sunday - Thursday 
only at IGGY'S BOARDWALK. OFFER VALID FOR LUNCH OR DINNER. 

PURCHASE OF A BEVERAGE IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE OFFER. EXCLUDES 
ALL LOBSTER DISHES. 18% GRATUITY ON BILL INCLUDED PRIOR TO DISCOUNT. 

NOT VALID ON TAKE-OUT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER offers. 
Not valid on Holidays. No separate checks allowed.

Offer expires 3/31/22. WB

WARWICK
889 OAKLAND BEACH AVE.
737-9459

NARRAGANSETT
1151 POINT JUDITH RD.
783-5608

FRESH ZEP:  Above and below, the Johnston Senior Center helped its members 
celebrate St. Joseph’s Day last week by passing out fresh zeppole from the Origi-
nal Italian Bakery. For more photos from the event, turn to Page 6. (Sun Rise 
photos by Rory Schuler)

Johnston Senior Center 
passes out Zeppole 

Lucky to have a senior 
center like this

ST. PADDY’S CELEBRATION: The Johnston Senior Center held a St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration last Thursday for its members, who ate themed treats and sipped on 
green punch. For more photos from the event, turn to Page 6. (Sun Rise photos by 
Rory Schuler)
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Rank the candidates
Second 

Congressional 
District

Survey
Can you name the 11 candidates running 
for the Second Congressional District? 
We've got the list on our poll, now it's up 
to you to rank them in order of your pref-
erence. We'll be publishing the results in 
April.

Take our survey @
johnstonsunrise.net

Every Purchase Benefi ts the Music Department

Twin from $199 | Full from $259 | Queen from $289 | King from $499

SATURDAY
APRIL 2ND

10AM TO 5PM
@JOHNSTON SR. HIGH SCHOOL

BENEFITS THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

jason.glander@csfbeds.com

� All sizes available 
� 25+ styles on display
� Brand new full factory warranties
� Delivery available
� All forms of payment accepted
� Financing Available

For more info: bit.ly/beds4johnstonmusic22
#beds4johnstonmusic22

©COPYRIGHT 2022 CUSTOM FUNDRAISING SOLUTIONS

5TH ANNUAL JOHNSTON HS MUSIC
MATTRESS FUNDRAISER

FREE SET OF SHEETS WITH ANY MATTRESS PURCHASE

Learn more:
PVDairport.com

LOS ANGELES 
coast to coast nonstop service 
from PVD on Breeze Airways 

He welcomed Langevin to the lectern.
“There’s a person who led this charge,” 

Polisena said, referring to Langevin, who 
has announced he’s serving his final term 
as the Congressman representing Rhode 
Island’s second district.

“Last week … Congress passed and the 
President signed, a spending package to 
fund the entire federal government for 
the rest of the year,” Langevin told the 
crowd. “‘The For the People Package,’ as 
we call it … includes funding for educa-
tion, national security … cyber security, 
assistance for Ukraine, and countless oth-
er urgent national priorities.”

Some of those “national priorities” 
have focused inward, in the restoration of 
earmarks, which send funding back to 
towns and cities for local projects.

“But we’re here today, because the ‘For 
the People Package’ also funds commu-
nity projects … we’re bringing back com-
munity funded projects; projects that 
strengthen our cities, our towns, and our 
neighborhoods,” Langevin said. “I’m 
thrilled to share with you, that I was able, 
along with my colleagues in the Delega-
tion, Sen. Reed, Sen. Whitehouse, Con-
gressman (David) Cicilline, that I was 
able to secure a $1.1 million grant for the 
town of Johnston to fully rehabilitate and 
restore the soccer complex.”

Roaring applause sounded from the 
audience. 

“When we work on appropriation is-
sues, we all work together as a Delega-
tion,” Langevin said. “I was proud to se-
cure this grant. This funding is going to 
support the removal of the current grass 
field, the sod, the underground sprin-
klers. Replace them with brand new, pad-

ded artificial turf field, plus the goals and 
striping. So it’s really going to make the 
complex spectacular I believe. And when 
the project is finished you’ll have a state-
of-the-art facility.”

Few other project details were available 
Saturday. 

The politicians in the crowd, seated 
with Johnston’s local School Committee 
and Town Council members, and John-
ston Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo 
Jr., took turns speaking at the lectern. 

McKee addressed the audience. 
“Maybe this new turf will help them 

avoid injuries,” he said, speaking directly 
to the players and coaches. “What a plea-
sure it’s going to be for the young kids in 
this town to … play soccer on a turf field. 
It’s going to raise up the enjoyment, it’s 
going to raise up the dedication of the 
coaches and all the teams that are partici-
pating.”

Reed and Whitehouse also announced 
round $5 million in expected federal 
funding to help fight flooding issues in 
both Johnston and Cranston. The delega-
tion promised more details on those up-
coming projects in the near future. 

“Congratulations on your new facility,” 
Gov. McKee told the crowd. “I have no 
doubt that all of you will play hard and 
make wonderful memories here. But 
you’ll continue to make the people of 
Johnston, the people of Rhode Island, in-
credibly proud … I can’t wait to visit the 
new field.”

Polisena thanked the federal delegation 
for securing the funds.

The town’s current fields surround the 
1741 Atwood Ave. Indoor Recreation 
Center, which has been named for Polise-
na, who also donated the facility’s score-
board. 

“It’s really remarkable,” Polisena said 
to conclude the speaking program.

■ Grant
(Continued from page 1)

HONK HONK: Geese made the most of Johnston’s soccer field Saturday, as Rep. 
James Langevin announced a $1.1 million federal grant to “rehabilitate and restore” 
Johnston’s Youth Soccer Complex. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

INTERESTED AUDIENCE: Players and coaches packed the stands as Rep. 
James Langevin announced a $1.1 million federal grant to fix Johnston’s soccer 
complex. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)
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Watch Your
MOUTH

Tongue brushing, a trending topic in oral health, 
is an easy, quick step to add to daily brushing and 
flossing routines. Lightly scraping or brushing the 
tongue aids in removing plaque and bacteria, thus 
minimizing risks of gingivitis and other periodontal 
diseases.  Tongue brushing or scraping  helps 
improve taste, freshens breath, and eliminates 
harmful bacteria to the gums, thereby preventing 
cavities.  A light scraping of the tongue after 
regular brushing and flossing involves applying light 
pressure to the scraper across the surface of the 
tongue several times, from back to front.  Signs of 
an unhealthy tongue, such as pain, discoloration, or 
tenderness for an extended period of time indicate 
the need for appointment to visit the dentist.

While oral bacteria can be your teeth’s worst 
enemy, routine tongue scraping, brushing, flossing, 
and professional dental checkups can be your 
body’s best friends. Has it been so long since 
your  last dental visit that you can’t remember 
when it was? Then why not take charge of your 
dental health and call us at DENTAL ARTS GROUP, 
401-521-3661, for an appointment? You’ll find 
that nothing is more economical than regular 
professional attention to your oral hygiene. At 
1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston, we are committed to 
delivering the most current state-of-the-art care in 
a relaxed, friendly environment. 

P. S. Eighteenth-century  Romans first recorded 
the practice of tongue scraping.

BRUSH UP ON YOUR TONGUE

RISCHOLARSHIPS.ORG

START YOUR SEARCH

For College Scholarships
you didn’t think existed!

search for hard-to-�nd scholarships at

Register today and download the
mobile app. Available on iOS & 
Android. Search “RIScholarships”

By PETE FONTAINE

There was a unique night 
of networking two weeks 
ago inside the huge red-brick 
one-time manufacturing 
plant which was built in 1898 
and now houses The Guild 
Brewery at 461 Main St. in 
Pawtucket.

Many people came from 
all corners of the state — 
from Woonsocket to Westerly 
and Glocester to Tiverton as 
well as Narraganset to New-
port and beyond — per invi-
tations from Rhode Island 
Gov. Dan McKee.

“You and your fellow 
Democratic City and Town 
Chairs are cordially invited 
to a Pizza and Beer Night 
with Gov. McKee,” read the 
printed ticket. “The menu 
will be craft beer — brewed 
on site — and flatbread piz-
za. This invitation is extend-
ed to you and respective vice 
chair and other committee 
leaders as well.”

As Johnston resident Rich-
ard J. DelFino Jr., who is pres-
ident of the Rhode Island 
Association of Democratic 
City and Town Chairs, ex-
plained: “This event is to give 
an opportunity to chairs and 
their spouses or significant 
others to socialize with each 
other, our Governor and Lt. 
Gov. Sabina Matos.”

DelFino, who doubles as 
Chairman of the Johnston 
Democratic Committee and 
Municipal Court Clerk, de-
livered a brief but warm wel-
come saying, “Tonight is 
hosted by Gov. Dan McKee 
and First Lady Susan. Thank 
you for coming and please 
enjoy the evening.”

Meanwhile, DelFino — 
who was accompanied by 
his wife Deborah — also is-
sued a huge thank you to 
Jeremy Duffy, Co-Founder/
Managing Partner of The 
Guild Brewery for rolling out 
the red carpet to host the 
event. Duffy, people recant-
ed, was once an executive 
with Duffy & Shanley Public 
Relations/Advertising, the 
Providence-based firm that 
first marketed the now ex-
traordinary Big East Confer-
ence.

For inside of two hours, 
some 60 people enjoyed clas-
sic camaraderie and, as Del-
Fino mused: “Some real 
good-tasting high quality 
craft beer, pizza and pretzels 
as well as important and in-
teresting conversations with 
Gov. McKee and Lt. Gov. 
Matos.”

“This is the first time our 
city and town chairs group 
has done this,” DelFino said 
of the unusual yet successful 
event that featured represen-
tation from all 39 cities and 
towns in the state. “This has 
been a great opportunity for 
people to chat with our Gov-
ernor and Lt. Gov. Matos.”

The night was earmarked 
with brief remarks from the 
Governor who spoke of his 
accomplishments while em-
phasizing his stance and sup-
port of small businesses 
throughout the state: “I’m a 
kid from Rhode Island who 
has been a Mayor, Lt. Gover-
nor and now Governor.” 
Later, he said he hopes to 
meet individually with the 
respective committees seek-

DelFino enjoys ‘Pizza & Beer 
Night’  with Gov. Dan McKee 

ing their valued endorse-
ments.

As DelFino explained: 
“The RIADCTC will vote to 
endorse both state and can-
didates for federal office 
some time in May, which is 
prior to the State Party Con-

vention that will be held in 
June. The RIADCTC is a cov-
eted endorsement because it 
will give momentum to can-
didates seeking the party en-
dorsement and all city and 
town chairs have a vote at 
the state convention.”

PARTY PEOPLE: Gov. Dan McKee and First Lady Susan McKee are joined by 
Johnston Democratic Committee Chairman Richard DelFino and his wife Deborah of 
Johnston, Lt. Gov. Sabina Matos and her husband Patrick Ward during last week’s 
unique networking night inside The Guild Brewery Pawtucket. (Sun Rise photos by 
Pete Fontaine)

LOCAL LINK: Johnston businesswoman Vanessa Gonzalez is all smiles while join-
ing Gov. Dan McKee during last week’s unique networking night held at The Guild 
Brewery in Pawtucket.

SUPER SUPPORTER: Long-time Westerly 
Democratic Town Chair Robert Ritacco enjoys a lighter 
moment with Gov. Dan McKee and First Lady Susan 
McKee during last week’s unique beer and pizza party 
in Pawtucket.
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY: The Johnston Senior Center held a St. Patrick’s Day celebration last Thursday for its members, who ate themed treats and sipped on green 
punch. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

ST. JOSEPH’S SPLURGE: The Johnston Senior Center helped its members celebrate St. Joseph’s Day last week by passing out fresh zeppole from the Original Italian 
Bakery. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)
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Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School Q2 Honor Roll

High Honor Roll

Skyla Almeida
Juliette Amaya
Matthew Andrews
Ella Annicelli
Samaya Anzivino
Areli Archila Harrison
Oscar Arriaza
Kaitlyn Barbosa
Nicholas Benoit
Colin Bishop
Haley Boudreau
Isabella Boudreau
Liam Brennan
Tyler Brunelle
Ryan Capraro
Madisyn Card
Autumn Cartwright
Morgan Cerullo
Erika Chuk
Alyssa Cimino
Cody Cook
Nicholas Cote
Santino Cucinotta
Jacob DeLeon
Dimazlia DiBiasio
Michael Fantini
Vanessa Febus
Hunter Feinstein
Gianna Ferranti
William Ferrara
Fotis Fotopoulos
Annabella Gesualdi
Ian Gobeille
Aiden Grace
Joseph Grenier
Brooke Houle
Isabella Jean
Dalai Johnson
Maddox Johnson
Matthew Jones
Sparrow Katowicz
Elizabeth Kue
Kamryn Kue
Derek LaFazia
Aristotle Landim
Brianna Lapati
Timothy Liang
Analeah Martins
Bennett McClish
Arthur Men
Ernesto Mercado Anez
Giana Mercurio
Jonah Metts
Samaya Montrond
Hayden Morin
Maria-Fernanda Oliva
Liliana Ortellado
Janessa Padilla
Anthony Pannone
Brendan Parsons
Xavier Penn
Jacob Pettit
Brea Pezzullo
Fallon Provoyeur
Angie Quiroa
Victoria Repollet
Isabella Ricci

Isabelle Ricci
Alexis Rivera
Hollan Rodgers
Jacob Rosa
Mia Rubino
Gabriella Russillo
Averi Senecal
Isabella Serpa
Lucas Simpson
Kaleigh-James Slader
Aubrey Soares
Aidan Sou
Alexander Subirana
Jack Tabla
Emma Taglianetti
Jayeden Thayorath
Isla Troxell
Ava Turgeon
Cameron Veitch
Anthony Vendetti
Victoria Villafane
Ashlyn Wheeler
Sofia Williams
Thomas Xoydara
Timothy Xoydara
Clark Znoj

Honor Roll

Makenzie Albuquerque
Paige Albuquerque
Malaika Ali
Katlyn Allen
Alexander Amaral
Marco Aucone
Gabriella Barata
Ava Becker
Ida Bensouda
Sean Bolton
Kara Bonetti
Kyle Boswell
Benjamin Botelho
Juan Brache
I’daizha Brown
Lucy Bryand
Olivia Bryant
Juliana Buscemi
Dylan Calabro
Madison Campano
Joella Carpentieri
Lorenzo Catanzaro
Alexa Chavez
Michael Chounlamany
Sierra Colavita
Sophia Colucci
Amy Corsetti
Jon Costa
Aidan Cross
Michael Cucca
Daniel Curiel
Nickola D’Aquila
Kaitlynn Davis
Emilia Deanseris
Ailany DeJesus
Yarielis DeJesus
Jordan D’Elia
Chiara DeQuattro
Gino DeSimone

Gianna Desmarais
Fernando Diaz
Christopher DiPanni
Madeleine DiPanni
Andrea Duffany
Matthew Duquette-Siswick
Fiona Fairbanks
Zoe Fairbanks
Mason Fenaux
Joshua Figueroa
Logan Finelli
Julian Fonseca
Gina Ford
James Forgetta
Olivia Forgetta
Mardel Fosu
Haileigh-Rose (Alister) Fredette
Lucas Frisella
Deanna Funches
Frank Galeas
Jazlyn Garcia
Giovanni Gauthier
Sirra Gaye
Sofya Gonsalves
Avery Gordon
Jason Greene
Isabella Grimshaw
Abigail Grullon
Chelsea Guy
Jhasmin Heredia
Hayley Hetu
Anthony Hopp
Olivia Iafrate
Vanessa Jean-Philippe
Emily Joseph
Syvianna Jules
Alyssa Kleinberg
Tiyanna Kong
Karissa Kopka
Dario La Terra Bellina
Christopher Landaverde
Jewel Langlois
Michael Lariviere
Lila Lautieri
Macy Leone
Arianna Leonesio
Thomas L’Europa
Mackenzie Lopes
Casandra Lopez
Angelica Maddaline
Freddy Magana Landaverde
Joseph Marandola
Analese Marcano
Isabela Martinez
Diego Martins
Caroline McCormack
Rachael Mendoza
Alexandra Mollock
Melissa Emely Monteiro
Nelvin Montero
Ezekiel Montoya
Noah Morgado
Marissa Morsilli
Heber Munoz Lopez
Frank Nasisi
Susan Nassi
Zariah Nhar Matko
Kaiya Nop
Gabriela Noriega Garcia

Corey Ogden
Daniel Ordonez-Flores
Linda Orozco
Olivia Pacheco
Aubree Padula
Savannah Paquin
Bricen Parris
Jeel Patel
Alvin Pena
Ariana Perron
Lea Petrillo
Nikko Pezza
Quintin Picon
Gianna Pilloni
Enzo Pistacchio
Owen Polofsky
Mason Provoyeur
Isaiah Ramirez
Joseph Ramos Cardoza
Tzivya Reyes
Gian Ricci
Adriana Riggen
Derryck Roberts
Brissya Rodriguez
Carolyn Rosales
Adriana Rossi
Sophia Rubino
Rayven Russell
Brooklyn Russillo
Skylar Russo
Alex Salamone
Isabella Salazar
Elena Sampson
Anthony Sanchez Perez
Leah Sanchez Perez
Kiara Sanchez
Tyler Santilli-Pace
Lorelai Sarli
Madelyn Sarli
Hailey Segee
James Senno
Mason Shanley
Derek Simas
Brianna Simmons
Alexander Smith
Nicholas Smith
Mia Soprano
Jose Soto
Anthony Sposito
Tristan Stevens
Hailey Teague
Kirk Tetteh
Kyle Urban
Madison Valenzuela
Loyal Vanstone
Fabian Vejarano-Tolentino
Adam Venditelli
Luke Ventura
Abdiel Vidal
Gabriel Visnicky
Carldjon’n Volcy
Ella Ware
Ryan Waterman
Aidan Wentworth
Jaiden Weston
Melvin Wilson
Madison Winsor
Matthew Winsor
Emani Young
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By DENISE BELL
Special to the Sun Rise

On March 3, at-home Covid Test 
Kits were distributed to members of 
the Johnston Senior Center. This was 
a program in collaboration with Tri-
County Community Action and the 
JSC working together. Gregory Hook, 
Community Outreach Specialist, 
from the Tri-County Health Equity 
Zone was on hand for several hours 
giving out the test kits.

The plan is to continue to be safe 
by having an at Home test rightly 

available if you are in question of 
having been in contact with someone 
who has Covid or if you have symp-
toms yourself. 

Many of the seniors were glad that 
they could pick up a kit while at the 
center participating in activities or 
having lunch that day. Many mem-
bers stated that this was very conve-
nient instead of having to go else-
where if needing to take a test. 

Editor’s Note: Denise Bell serves as 
Assistant Director of the Johnston Se-
nior Center. 

By DENISE BELL
Special to the Sun Rise

Another great presentation was given by the Johnston Fire Chief 
Peter J. Lamb on Friday, March 11.

He returned along with EMT’s to discuss “What Happens when 
you call 911” and are in need of medical attention. They presented a 
demonstration to defuse many fears people have from making the 
call, to taking the ride in the ambulance. 

We have noticed that if there is a fall or an injury at the Senior Cen-
ter the first thing that we hear from a member is “please don’t call for 
the rescue” or “I don’t want them to take me to the hospital.” 

Chief Lamb and the team gave some very vital information. 
They discussed what type of equipment would be brought to the 

house, along with the reasons why it all was needed. 
They explained that the fire truck comes first. They are not sure 

what is needed until they make an assessment of what exactly is go-
ing on; the goal is to have everything that is possibly needed right 
there.  

One very important question was answered, “When should I call 
911?”

If you think you should, then never wait, always make the call, 
Lamb told the crowd.

The purpose for the presentation was to have anyone who needs 
medical attention to feel safe, comfortable, and not be afraid to call 
for help.  

Editor’s Note: Denise Bell serves as Assistant Director of the Johnston 
Senior Center. 

Johnston Fire Chief holds 9-1-1 presentation at the JSC

911 101: Johnston Fire Chief Peter J. Lamb delivered a presentation for members at the John-
ston Senior Center, 1291 Hartford Ave. (Submitted photos)

Johnston Senior Center & Tri-County 
pass out at-home COVID tests 

AT HOME TESTS: Gregory Hook from Tri-County Community Action passed out 
at-home COVID tests to Johnston Senior Center members. (Submitted photo)

By JOHN HOWELL

A group interested in 
raising $50,000 to con-
duct a thorough search 
for whatever remains 
of the HMS Gaspee that 
colonists set a fire off 
Namquid Point on June 
9, 1772, is scheduled to 
meet Thursday morn-
ing at the Aspray Boat-
house in Pawtuxet Park 
to hear Dr. Kathy Ab-
bass of the Rhode Is-
land Marine Archelogy 
Project. 

Dr. Abbass of the 
Rhode Island Marine 
Archelogy Project  is no 
stranger to the discov-
ery and identification 
of colonial era wrecks 
in Rhode Island waters, 
having identified a hull 
off Goat Island in New-
port as the Endeavour 
that was later named 
the Earl of Sandwich. 
The Endeavor was the 
vessel sailed by Cap-
tain Cook who is cred-
ited with the discovery 
of Australia. 

Locally, Dr. Abbass 
headed up the Not the 
Gaspee Project that 
over the past five years 
has sought to identify 
two clearly visible 
wrecks off Gaspee 
Point during moon low 
tides. What’s left of the 
ships – one is on what 
remains of Greene Is-
land and the other is in 
the shallows of the 
point – have served as 
the training grounds 
for about 40 people 
who have taken Dr. Ab-
bass’ course. 

On March 15, Dr. Ab-
bass outlined efforts to 
document the vessels 
during a presentation 
at the Warwick Public 
Library. Rep. Joseph 
McNamara,  who she 
described as the 
“sparkplug” of the 
project, served as the 
master of ceremonies 
and is now one of the 
core group seeking to 

fund a search for the 
Gaspee on the 250th 
anniversary of what 
has become known as 
the “first blow for free-
dom.” 

Dr. Abbass has sub-
mitted a detailed re-
quest for funding on 
the General Assembly 
website including a 
$32,000 budget for rent-
al of equipment and 
vessels for 10-day ex-
ploration of Gaspee 
Point. 

She is not entering 
this project with any il-
lusions.  

As Dr. John Concan-
non said at the library 
meeting, the morning 
following the burning 
of the Gaspee, the Bea-
ver was dispatched to 
salvage what it could 
from the Gaspee in-
cluding canon and oth-
er hardware.  From 
documents dating to 
the time, Concannon 
said there are reports of 
a local farmer also re-
trieving planking from 
the ship.  

Abbass agrees there 
may be little to find, 
the boat having burned 
and whatever re-
mained having been 
quickly picked over.  
Observing that as a 
vessel burns it becomes 
lighter and hence more 
exposed, she suggested 
all that may remain, if 
anything, are some 
charred timbers pre-
served in the silt or 
scat tered bal las t 
stones. Offering hope 
is a side sonar scan 
taken of the point last 
summer indicating two 
targets. Abbass sched-
uled dives on the sites 
last fall but that had to 
be canceled because of 
the weather. 

Gov. Dan McKee, 
who has an interest in 
Rhode Island history, is 
expected to attend the 
Thursday meeting, Mc-
Namara said. Already 

the group has received 
more than $12,000 in 
commitments to under-
write the search. 

Whether remains or 
the Gaspee are found or 
not, the search as the 
nation gears up to cele-
brate 250 anniversary 
of the Declaration of 
Independence has the 
potential of shining a 
spotlight on the story 
of the burning of the 
Gaspee. The Gaspee 
was in pursuit of the 
colonial ship Hannah 
and ran aground on the 
shoals off Warwick. The 
Hannah proceeded to 
Providence where the 
word was quickly 
spread the British ship 
was aground.  John 
Brown rallied about 60 
volunteers to row long 
boats to confront her. 
Despite King George’s 
handsome reward, no 
one divulged who was 
responsible. The Gas-
pee crew and its cap-
tain William Dudings-
ton who was shot dur-
ing the incident were 
taken ashore. A colonial 
surgeon cared for Dud-
ingston’s wound. Fol-
lowing an inquest of 
the incident to went on 
to command another 
ship. 

Assuming the fund-
ing is secured , the 
search for the Gaspee 
could start as soon as 
May and coincide with 
this year ’s 250th cele-
bration that is high-
lighted with the parade 
June 11 starting 10 a.m. 
and the  burning of the 
Gaspee the following 
day.

The celebration starts 
May 21 with a procla-
mation and includes 
and village walking 
tour and arts and crafts 
festival the following 
weekend with block 
party. A symphony in 
the park will be held 
June 4 that will close 
with fireworks.   

Group looks to finance RI underwater exploration 
in hopes of discovering lost historical British ship

Search for the Gaspee
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Opinion

LETTERS

Potholes and the 
season of renewal 

It’s that joyful time of year again. A time when 
winter-traumatized Rhode Islanders can begin 
to put the snow shovel back in its spot amidst 
the clutter in the back of the garage, and hang 
the winter coats up deep inside closets for their 
long-awaited hibernation period. A time to 
breathe in the fresh spring air and dream of 
warm, livable days spent outside for months to 
come.

The spring season is one of rebirth and re-
newal, where flower stems peak up from the 
soil and the thought of a morning spent walking 
the dog generates far less feelings of animosity 
towards our furry friends.

Of course, it’s not all sunshine and rainbows 
this time of year. Spring is notoriously the sea-
son of the pothole in Rhode Island, after the 
fluctuations in freezing and non-freezing tem-
peratures has wreaked havoc on the asphalt for 
a full five months or so. We’ve no doubt that 
plenty of readers have already had a nail biting 
moment where you notice one of those road 
craters just a split second too late, followed by a 
bracing for impact and a quick prayer that you 
haven’t popped a tire or cracked an axle.

This spring we should all be thankful that our 
tax dollars go towards public works depart-
ments to fix the roads, even if it never seems to 
happen as fast as we would like. Imagine a 
world where such work was solely privatized, 
and your ability to pay for such remediations 
dictated whether or not a pothole on your street 
got filled. Despite all the grumblings, we are 
fortunate to live in municipalities where travers-
able roads are a part of the deal of living in them.

Additionally we are fortunate that this spring, 
compared to the past two, seems to be shaping 
up into one where we can turn down the ther-
mostat on Covid fears a notch or two. With so 
many Rhode Islanders vaccinated and boosted, 
and with the warm weather bringing an end to 
the worst of the seasonal sick season, our 
learned measures of hand sanitizing and avoid-
ing overly-crowded spaces should help steer us 
away from unexpected spikes and further dis-
ruptions to business and life — knock on wood, 
of course.

We should count these blessings and our other 
good fortunes particularly during this season, 
not only for getting through another winter of 
the pandemic, but for being residents of a coun-
try where we are safe from foreign aggression 
and the horror of war on our doorstep. If you 
have the means to support any Ukrainian aid 
organizations, now would be the time to open 
your checkbook and your heart to support those 
going through something unimaginable at the 
moment — something far beyond the annoy-
ance of blowing a tire on a pothole.
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JOHNSTON

Our town of Johnston is 
becoming more and more 
developed. 

With the construction of 
the new Amazon warehouse 
and the steady progression of 
small housing develop-
ments, the town is losing its 
rural nature and its natural 
forested areas. 

Recently, Green Develop-
ment, a Cranston-based de-
veloper of solar and wind 
power sites, has proposed 
five large solar fields in west-
ern Johnston. Two of the pro-
posed areas are east of Green-
ville Avenue near the Smith-
field town line. The other 
three are south of Winsor 
Avenue, east of Hopkins Av-
enue, and nearly surround-
ing the Rollingwood devel-
opment. 

The town lacks effective 
regulation for these types of 
projects. Companies like 
Green Development know 
they can propose projects 
and get them built without 
any large roadblocks from 
the town. 

There are no published re-
strictions on where commer-
cial solar developments can 
go and how they are laid 

down and constructed, so 
our large undeveloped resi-
dential areas (zoned R-20 
and R-40) provide the space 
needed for large solar proj-
ects. These projects require 
Special Use Permits, but the 
standard for the Zoning 
Board to issue Special Use 
Permits is not very high.

A recent study by URI, an-
alyzing 400,000 property 
transactions, concludes that 
houses within 0.1 miles (528 
feet) of commercial solar de-
velopments see an average 
reduction in property value 
of 7% and houses within a 
mile can see an average re-
duction of 1.7%. 

There are nearly 100 abut-
ters adjacent to these solar 
field lots, so the town could 
see a broad depreciation of 
housing values as a direct re-
sult of these projects. John-
ston owes it to us residents to 
protect our investments. Spe-
cial Use Permit ordinances 
require “that granting of the 
special use permit will be 
environmentally compatible 
with neighboring properties 
and the protection of proper-
ty values.” These projects do 
not meet this requirement.

One of the functions of the 
town’s Planning Board is to 
prepare and adopt the Com-
prehensive Development 
Plan, which is a lengthy doc-
ument establishing stan-
dards and expectations for 
land use and development. 
When projects are proposed 
to the Board, the Board 
makes a ruling as to the proj-
ect’s alignment with the Plan. 
Johnston’s Comprehensive 
Plan was last published in 
January 2007.

Solar development is not 
addressed in the plan — 
there is not guidance for or 
against such projects — but 
the Board concluded that the 
project is in alignment with 
the Plan. One of the key 
themes in the Plan is the im-
portance of maintaining the 
town’s rural nature and natu-
ral areas for the enjoyment of 
the residents. These projects 
would clear over 150 acres of 
largely wooded land, with 
installation of the panels in-
side chain-link fences. The 
Planning Board determined 
that these projects are in com-
pliance with the Comprehen-
sive Plan, but they are not. In 
fact, the 2007 Comprehensive 

Plan identifies the area south 
of Winsor as land that the 
town should purchase to pre-
clude development. The 
town never made this pur-
chase, which is why the land 
is still available for develop-
ment. 

The Planning Board as-
sures the town that a new 
Comprehensive Plan is in de-
velopment. These projects 
should not be permitted to 
proceed until the new Plan is 
approved and they can be 
confirmed to be in compli-
ance or not.

The town owes its Boards, 
and its residents, clear regula-
tions for major development 
projects. it is not fair to the 
residents that because of an 
outdated Comprehensive 
Plan and lax land use regula-
tions, their property values 
and quality of life may suffer. 
Johnston is a special town in 
rapidly-developing Rhode 
Island. These solar projects 
do not need to be built in 
residential areas. Put them 
elsewhere, on rooftops or in 
areas zoned for commercial 
and industrial uses.

Chris Dibble
Johnston

Use rooftops, not woodland, for solar projects

Education is the fundamental build-
ing block for society. Not just reading, 
writing and math, but also art, voca-
tional and technical studies are all cru-
cial for children to learn, grow, gain 
practical experience and set the founda-
tion for a successful life and career, no 
matter where their individual path takes 
them.

We, here in Johnston, have a once-in-
a-generation opportunity to provide our 
children with the schools they deserve.  

Thornton was built 1921 when the 
town’s population was 6,855 (it is now 
30,000 today).  Graniteville was built in 
1930, almost a decade before the start of 
World War II. Brown Avenue was built 
in 1934 in the middle of the Great De-
pression.  Winsor Hill and Barnes 
schools were constructed in 1953, the 
first year of the Eisenhower Presidency. 

These examples not only help illus-
trate how old these schools actually are 
but also just how much society and our 
town has changed since their construc-

tion. Students and teachers are doing 
the best they can in these 70 to 100-year-
old buildings, but it is impractical to ex-
pect them to reach their full potential 
within them.

Rather than put new money in almost 
century-old buildings, the best path for-
ward is to build new schools not only 
for the children of today, but also for the 
children of the future.  

With the town’s successful new busi-
ness growth over the past two decades, 
it’s time to use that revenue from these 
businesses and invest it back into our 
community. 

Even if you do not have children in 
the school system the correlation be-
tween schools and property values is 
undeniable — better schools equate to 
increased property values. 

Additionally, Ferri Middle School and 
Johnston High School will be recondi-
tioned to “like new” facilities, providing 
important vocational and technical 
pathways for children. Very rarely does 

an opportunity present itself to recon-
struct an entire community’s school 
system. 

This is a plan that positively impacts 
not just every school age child, from pre-
K through grade 12, but also every resi-
dent of our town.

With generous school construction 
reimbursement rates, the time to act is 
now. On Tuesday, April 5, our town will 
take perhaps the most important vote in 
its history — the school construction 
bond. I would urge everyone to come 
out and support this proposal and vote 
yes on the school construction bond.

Joe Polisena Jr.
Johnston Town Council  

Vice-President, District 3

Editor’s Note: Next week, the Johnston 
Sun Rise will take an in-depth look at the 
latest plans for the town-wide school build-
ing overhaul. The next edition will hit the 
streets March 31, just prior to the April 5 
bond vote. 

‘Once-in-a-generation opportunity’ for schools
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LegaL Notices
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/22

-subsection 5 – Public Utility Uses 
#2- electric Power Generating Facil-
ity in an R-40 Zone, for a proposed 
ground-mounted Solar Array and as-
sociated improvements.

File 2022-4 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor II, LLC/Allan Hill, Applicant/
Owner for 86 Winsor Avenue, AP 60 
Lot 2, 20, 86, zoned R-40 & R-20. 
The petitioner is seeking a Special 
Use Permit -subsection 5 – Public 
Utility Uses #2- electric Power Gen-
erating Facility in an R-40 Zone, for 
a proposed ground-mounted Solar 
Array and associated improvements.

File 2022-5 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor III, LLC/The Steere Family 
Trust, Applicant/Owner for 112 Win-
sor Avenue, AP 59 Lot 15, zoned 
R-40.  The petitioner is seeking a 
Special Use Permit -subsection 5 – 
Public Utility Uses #2- electric Power 
Generating Facility in an R-40 Zone, 
for a proposed ground-mounted So-
lar Array and associated improve-
ments.

File 2022-6 – Petition of Johnston 
Harilla I, LLC/28 Harilla Johnston 
Realty, LLC, Applicant/Owner for 
28 Harilla Lane & Off Greenville Av-
enue, AP 51 Lot 11 & 9, zoned R-40.  
The petitioner is seeking a Special 
Use Permit -subsection 5 – Public 
Utility Uses #2- electric Power Gen-
erating Facility in an R-40 Zone, for 
a proposed ground-mounted Solar 
Array and associated improvements.

File 2022-7 – Petition of Johnston 
Elmgrove/Domenic & Michelle 
Lancelotta/, Applicant/Owner for 
25 Elmgrove Avenue, AP 51 Lot 4, 
zoned R-40.  The petitioner is seek-
ing a Special Use Permit -subsec-
tion 5 – Public Utility Uses #2- elec-
tric Power Generating Facility in an 
R-40 Zone, for a proposed ground-
mounted Solar Array and associated 
improvements. 

NOTE:  If a Case has not been 
called for a hearing by 10:30 
p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting. 
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 

8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Plan-
ning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, John-
ston.
• Items not heard by 9:30 p.m. may 
be continued to the next Regular 
Meeting or a special meeting at the 
discretion of the Board. 
• Facilities are handicap accessible. 
Interpreter services may be request-
ed from TTD (401) 792-9642 at least 
72 hours in advance.

3/24, 3/31/22

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Docket No. ES18D2270DR
Essex Probate and Family Court
36 Federal Street
Salem MA 01970

Richard D Medrano Novas
vs.
Isaura M Pimentel

To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which 
would negatively impact the current 
financial status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate Court Rule 
411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon:

Richard D Medrano Novas
21 Henry Avenue, Apt. 3
Lynn, MA 01902

your answer, if any, on or before 
04/15/2022. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your answer, 
if any, in the office of the Register of 
this Court.

WITNESS, Jennifer M R Ulwick,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: March 7, 2022

Pamela A. Casey O’Brien 
Register of Probate

3/24/22

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday April 5th, 2022; 6:00 P.M.

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

REVISED AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 21-04 – Cherry Blossom Es-
tates - Public Hearing on a Pre-
liminary Plan for a proposed 
8-lot Major Subdivision on a new 
street.  Located at 3 & 5 Granite 
Street AP 5 Lot 388.  Zoned R-20.  
Applicant: Abatecola Realty.

PB 22-20 – The Farmlands – Pub-
lic Meeting on a Preliminary Plan 
for a proposed 4-lot Minor Subdi-
vision on a private road. Located 
at 1257 Central Avenue AP 43 Lot 
96. Zoned R-40. Applicant A.G. 
Construction

PB 20-22 – Deer Run Road & Or-
chard Avenue – Public Hearing on 
a Major Subdivision. Located at 
AP 59 Lots 8 & 268. Zoned R-40. 
Applicant Mark Cavanagh.

PB 22-19 – Stone Meadow Estates 
– Public Meeting on a Final Plan 
for a 3-lot Minor Subdivision on 
a private road. Located at 38 & 40 
Pine Hill Road AP 45 Lots 3 & 515. 
Zoned R-40. Applicant Ernest N. 
Watson Jr. 

PB 21-25 – Establishment of bond 
amount for Juliet Court

PB 22-12 – Wildflowers Estates 
– Public Meeting on a proposed 
Master Plan for a 5-lot Major Sub-
division. Located at 1757 Plain-
field Pike AP 27 Lots 2 & 146 
– Zoned B2 & R20 – Applicant: 
Dennis Cardillo. 

IV.ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 

V. ADJOURNMENT

• The Planning Board Agenda and 
Minutes are available for review at 
ClerkBase on the Town’s web page 
or Monday through Friday between 

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, March 31st, 2022
at 6:30 PM

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold its 
monthly meeting on March 31, 2022 
at 6:30 pm, at Johnston Senior Cen-
ter, 1291 Hartford Avenue.  All per-
sons interested in the following pro-
posals are requested to be present 
at this time.  The assembly facilities 
are accessible to the handicapped.  
Persons requiring special accom-
modations shall call the Zoning Of-
fice at least 48 hours in advance 
of the meeting (401) 231-4000 ext 
4117.  Persons utilizing TDD equip-
ment may contact the Town through 
“Relay Rhode Island” at 1-800-745-
6675.  The agenda for the evening 
will be as follows, subject to change:

New Business
File 2022-8 – Petition of Ray 
D’Amico/Greg & Lorraine Natale, 
Applicant for Emerald Lane, AP 60 
Lot 74, zoned R-40.  The petitioner 
is seeking a Dimensional Variance 
Section 340 for a proposed Single 
Family Dwelling.

File 2022-9 – Petition of Off 
Course Properties, LLC, Applicant 
for Plainfield Street/Capitol Street, 
AP 26 Lot 1, zoned B-2.  The peti-
tioner is seeking a Dimensional Vari-
ance Section 340 for a proposed 
Single Family Dwelling.

File 2022-3 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor I, LLC/Ernie & Donna Ricci 
Jr., Applicant for Winsor Avenue, AP 
60 Lot 4, zoned R-40.  The petitioner 
is seeking a Special Use Permit 

Legal Notice
Town of Johnston
Notice of Abandonment

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rhode Island General 
Laws § 24-6-1 that Rome Avenue as described in Johnston 
Town Ordinance 2022-2 has ceased to be useful to the public 
and is hereby abandoned. Ordinance 2022-2 an Ordinance in 
abandonment of Rome Avenue was adopted at a public hearing 
at the February 14th, 2022 meeting of the Johnston Town 
Council and is available for review in the office of the Town 
Clerk.

Johnston Town Council Attest:
Robert V. Russo  Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
President Town Clerk

3/10, 3/17, 3/24/22

Town of Johnston
Notice 

of  
Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rhode Island General 
Laws § 24-6-2 that the Johnston Town Council will hold a 
public hearing at the Johnston Municipal Court, 1600 Atwood 
Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919, on April 11, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider proposed 
Ordinance 2022-6 (Formerly 2022-CP-6), an ordinance 
regarding the abandonment of a portion of Buck Hill Road, 
located on Assessor’s Plat 30. All persons interested in 
the above Ordinance may attend the hearing and be heard. 
Individuals requesting interpreter services for the hearing 
impaired must notify the Office of the Town Clerk seventy-two 
(72) hours in advance of the hearing date.

Per Order: Attest:
Robert V. Russo, President Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
Johnston Town Council Town Clerk

3/24, 3/31, 4/7/22

johnstonsunrise.net

Sun Rise Scoops
By Meri R. Kennedy

From the Mohr Library
Library Programs & News: As we ap-

proach Spring, the Library is resuming 
much of their traditional programming. 
At the same time, we have a couple prob-
lems.

Storytime for ages 2 and up is back! 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Please contact 
us to register.

Book sale: The Friends of Mohr Library 
sponsor a book sale ongoing during our 
open hours, and there are extra offerings 
for a limited time. Please support the 
Friends, so they can support us with ex-
citing programs for all ages. Reply to this 
email to learn more about the Friends.

Afterschool: Mohr Library has after-
school activities for middle-school and 
teenage kids almost every day. For 
young children, Mohr Library also has a 
craft table, as well as scavenger hunts, i-
spy games, and take-home craft kits.

Book Return: Please note we’ve had 
some technical difficulties with their out-
door book drop, and it is currently closed. 
There are no overdue fines on material 
returned at our location, but you do have 
to come while we’re open.

Copies and Prints: They also have a 
copier out of order but note that there is 
another in the lower level. If you use it to 
print to their printers from your own de-
vice or from home, please remember to 
use the lower level printer ID, 102915, 
and to let us know it’s coming. Reply to 
this email for more information.

Notary is available most evenings 
Monday through Thursday 4:30 to 8 p.m. 
and Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call ahead 
to confirm.

Computer and Device Help is a regu-
lar service and they will soon have extra 
help in the form of one-to-one help ses-
sions. More information will be available 
soon.

As always, we want to know what 
you’d like in terms of events and resourc-
es and will do our best to provide or refer. 

Reply to this email or contact them in the 
library by calling 231-4980.

Arts Scholarships for  
youth now open to register

Do you know a student aged 11 - 14 
who loves to create and to perform? En-
courage them to apply to our ARTS Schol-
arships 2022 program! Applications and 
guidelines are now available at ppacri.
org/artsscholarships.

The ARTS Scholarships 2022 program, 
sponsored by the Textron Charitable 
Trust and the PPAC Annual Fund with 
support from WPRI 12 and Ocean State 
Charities Trust, offers young artists an 
opportunity to participate in local sum-
mer arts education program that will 
broaden their experience in their chosen 
area of study.

Qualified students must be aged 11 - 14 
by June 1 of this year and reside in and 
attend school in Rhode Island.

Rhode Island Senior  
Softball League

The Rhode Island Senior Softball 
League, who has over 350 players on 20 
teams, is currently seeking players ages 
50 and over for the upcoming season.

The season will run from the beginning 
of May until the end of September, in-
cluding playoffs, and no games will be 
scheduled on July 4. Games are played on 
Sunday, double headers.

Masks and/or pitcher’s screen will be 
mandatory, and the league will use the 
same 11 fields as it did last season. Fields 
are located in East Providence, Cranston, 
Johnston, Woonsocket, North Kingston, 
Barrington and Western Cranston.

Visit www.leaguelineup.com/wel-
come.asp?url=riseniorsoftball for more 
information. Please fill out player inquiry 
form, the commissioner will contact you.

Consider donating blood
The Rhode Island Blood Center is in 

need of blood donations. Individuals 
wishing to donate must book an appoint-

ment at the donation center; walk-ins are 
only accepted if safe distancing allows at 
the person’s time of arrival.

Nearby areas to donate include The 
Shops at Greenwood, which is located at 
615 Greenwich Ave., in Warwick. Sign up 
by visiting www.ribc.org.

Prepare RI High School  
Internships Program

Calling all RI public high school ju-
niors: The 2022 PrepareRI High school 
Internship Program is accepting applica-
tions to participate in on-site/in-person, 
PAID summer experiential learning in-
ternships with local employers across the 
state.

This program will help you earn, learn, 
and connect with employers across Rhode 
Island. Applications will be reviewed on 
a rolling basis. Visit https://skillsforri.
com/prepareri for more information.

Apple Fest Scheduled
The 34th Annual Apple Festival has 

been scheduled for: Saturday, Sept 10 and 
Sunday, Sept. 11froom 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
both days.

The event will be held at the Johnston 
Memorial Park – 1583 Hartford Ave. in 
Johnston. Register: members.nrichamber.
com/.../the-34th-annual-apple

Johnston Senior Center 
 offers services

If you need any help with heating, 
housing, etc., during this cold winter or 
humidity or any other time, contact the 
Johnston Senior Center Social Services 
Department by calling 944-3343. Made-
line or Amy will be happy to help you.

Tour the Johnston  
Historical Society

Just a reminder that Tuesdays, 6 to 8 
p.m. are open hours at the Johnston His-
torical Society. Tour the museum! Tour 
the Elijah Angell House! Ask all the ques-
tions you ever wanted to ask about John-
ston history! All are welcome!

Contact the Johnston Historical Society 
at 231-3380 or at johnstonhistorical1825@
gmail.com, www.johnstonhistorical.org 
or www.facebook.com/johnstonhistori-
cal.

Friends of the Mohr Public Library
Friends of the Mohr Public Library is a 

501(c)3 non-profit corporation dedicated 
to Mohr Library.

Members of the Friends plan and run 
book sales and carry out other fundrais-
ing activities to allow Mohr Library to 
increase services and programs. The 
Friends welcome new members who are 
willing to support either through dona-
tions, membership dues, or through vol-
unteering their time.

To find out more, contact library direc-
tor at 231-4980 (press 7).

Help make a house a home
The Furniture Bank of RI, a nonprofit 

corporation, needs bureaus, complete 
twin or double beds, kitchen sets, mat-
tresses, and other household furniture 
that you no longer need. To help a less 
fortunate family through your charitable 
donation of good used furniture, call 831-
5511 to arrange for pick up. All donated 
articles must be in good condition.

Did you know?
The White House Easter Egg Roll offi-

cially dates back to 1878 and the presi-
dency of Rutherford B. Hayes, but first-
hand accounts suggest that informal fes-
tivities began with egg-rolling parties 
under President Abraham Lincoln. 
(Source Easter Bunny Fun Facts)

Send submissions to SunriseScoops@
aol.com. Photos in jpg format are ac-
cepted and news can include communi-
ty events, promotions, academic news 
and nonprofit events as well as virtual 
events. Email today and see your news 
in our column in the Johnston Sun Rise. 
Please include a daytime telephone 
number in case we require any further 
information.
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By PETE FONTAINE

Students at Winsor Hill Elementary School 
last week learned valuable lessons about life 
during what many people categorized as one 
of the most successful and informative Read-
ing Week in the school’s history.

The week-long event, which featured a different 
theme each day and included Principal Amy Burns, 
Student Support Coordinator Melinda Witt-Izzo, Win-
sor Hill’s PTO, guest readers from the community in-
cluding proud parents, police officers, firefighters, 
television celebrities and a now-famous dog that pre-
vented a tragedy by finding a boy who has been miss-
ing for 36 hours.

“Our PTO came up with the amazing theme for the 
week — ‘Read Now, Succeed Later’ — our students 
enjoyed special presentations as well as spirit days,” 
Burns explained. “We are so grateful to the many com-
munity members who volunteered to make Reading 
Week such a wonderful, rich experience for our stu-
dents.”

As the first-year principal — who spent last year as 
an assistant principal at JHS — went on: “The presenta-
tion by Rhode Island State Police Cpt. Daniel O’Neill 
and K-9 Ruby truly highlighted the importance of per-
sistence and following your dreams. We’re all excited 
to watch the movie now that we’ve personally met the 
real-life inspiration.”

Last Thursday, large groups of Winsor Hill students 
led by their teachers, filled nearly every available seat 
in the cafeteria watching with keen interest — as well 
as listening — to Trooper O’Neill talk about how he 
was told he’d never be a state policemen and explain 
how Ruby was given up for adoption five times be-
cause of behavioral problems and has since become the 
headliner of a Netflix film titled “Rescued by Ruby” 
that memorializes the relationship between the trooper 
and the Australian Shepherd/Border Collie.

It was that story, Winsor Hill’s faculty concurred, that 
perhaps best described the final day of Reading Week 
Spirit Day — “When I Grow Up” — and featured stu-
dents dressed as the career to which they aspire.

“We had several community members in uniform to 
greet students with high fives as they arrived at 
school,” Burns said with a smile on her face. “It was a 
great way to end an eventful Ready Week. We’re con-
tinuously reinforcing the impact that reading has on 
future success.”

Likewise, each of O’Neill’s impressive presentations 
concluded with an interesting question and answer ses-
sion between the trooper and students who marveled 
at the one-time 2018 Dog of the Year.

O’Neill’s talk, that came with Ruby by his side, also 
reinforced and age-old adage: “You can be anything 
you want to be” along with a one-time sports cliché 
“You can’t quit, you have to keep playing.”

Which is exactly what O’Neill did. He said he had a 
lot of difficulties in school and struggled with reading 
yet always tried his best and persevered through diffi-
culties. He set a goal that he was going to be a Trooper, 
even though he was told he’d never become one.

“Danny took that negativity and turned it into a 
positive,” Witt-Izzo offered. “He (was) accepted to the 
RI State Police Academy on his first try and at conclu-
sion of the academy was awarded the prestigious Lt. 
David Diaz Award for being chosen by his classmates 
as the most selfless trooper.”

As for Ruby, who was a shelter dog for eight months 
and she was given up for adoption five times because 
her behavior couldn’t’ be fixed and was almost put 
down five times. Ruby’s storied success includes a tear-
jerking story of finding the boy who had been missing 
for 36 hours and was ironically the son of a lady who 

once cared for Ruby at the shelter.
Thus, that lady contacted RI State Police in hopes 

they would take her on as part of the K-9 unit and they 
did and led to Ruby completing 540 hours of training 
and becoming a certified K9 officer.

All of which led O’Neill and Ruby to landing the 
National Search Dog of the Year and being flown to 
Beverly Hills where their amazing story and journey 

was recognized and put into a film titled “Rescued by 
Ruby.” 

The film teaches larger-than-life-lessons and tells the 
story of Trooper O’Neill and a dog named Ruby. Their 
story also captured the hearts of students, staff and 
faculty during what now ranks as one of the most ex-
traordinary Reading Weeks in the history of Johnston’s 
Winsor Hill Elementary School.

Winsor Hill welcomes special guests for Reading Week

GRAND GUESTS: Rhode Island State Trooper Cpl. Daniel O’Neill and K-9 Officer Ruby were guests of honor 
during Winsor Hill’s Reading Week. They’re joined by the Student Support Coordinator and students Cory Veitch 
and Lorelii Znoj. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

AWESOME ALUM: Johnston native and former Winsor Hill student Anthony Macari, who 
is now a popular meteorologist at WJAR-TV Channel 10, was among the celebrities at 
Winsor Hill School’s Reading Week and joins Melinda Witt-Izzo, Principal Amy Burns, 
Donna Pingitore, Judy Centracchio and Dina Needham. 

HELPING HANDS: Johnston High Students Jenna Poland, Alan Pineda, Charlie 
Curci and Jackson Troxwell were among the many different people who participated 
in Winsor Hill School’s impressive Reading Week.
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SAVE 15%
Cabinet Refacing or New
Cabinetry with a Countertop

Flexible

Financing

Available

888.461.1849

Request your FREE 
In-Home Quote Today!

*Discount applies to cabinet refacing or new cabinets with a countertop. 
May not be combined with o�ers or apply this o�er to prior purchases. NP-263.

RILicense#29144

USE A
LITTLE

KitchenKitchen
COULD YOUR

Magic?

“In becoming a Unified Cham-
pion School, faculty and stu-
dents are promoting social in-
clusion by bringing together 
students with and without intel-
lectual disabilities through sports 
and other activities,” according to 
SORI.

“This is a distinction very few el-
ementary schools have,” Dlugon 
reminded her students as they gath-
ered outside the school at 2 p.m. last 
Wednesday. 

The students sat grouped by 
classroom and grade. Those who 
helped raise money received a cup. 
As each class was called, the stu-
dents stood in line, dipping their 
cups into large buckets of ice water.

Five faculty member sat nervous-
ly waiting in a row of chairs. Each 
wore a transparent plastic poncho, 
which did little to shield them from 
the imminent soaking barrage. 

According to the school’s Inclu-
sion Core Team, the faculty and 
students have been striving to cre-
ate a culture of inclusion through-
out the building.

Their ultimate goal is to cultivate 
a school “where everyone feels 
loved, accepted, and valued” and 
“differences are celebrated.”

“To accomplish this,  we’ve cre-
ated a Brown Ave Unified Student 

Leadership Team, a Partner-Buddy 
Program during recess and physical 
education classes, as well as many 
lessons that teach, encourage, and 
celebrate everyone’s individual 
uniqueness,” according to a state-
ment from the Inclusion Core Team. 
“A handful of the fifth-grade stu-
dents use their recess time to part-
ner with our life skills students to 
help encourage and work on basic 
sport skills. And, the students and 
staff recently worked on celebrating 
each other’s uniqueness by high-
lighting everyone’s strengths, inter-
ests, and character traits through a 
school puzzle piece displayed on 
the school bulletin board. Students 
and Staff are learning the value of 
celebrating everyone’s differences 
and by doing so, together, we make 
everyone stronger.”

With the school’s young popula-
tion, the team decided to modify a 
time-honored Special Olympics 
event by creating “Pay to Pour.”

The more you raised for the cause, 
the more water you scored to pour. 

“Students who donated over $50 
were able to also pour a large pitch-
er of water over a staff member’s 
head,” according to the rules. “The 
student who donated the largest 
amount of money to the fundraiser 
was able to pour a large bucket of 
ice water over a faculty/staff volun-
teer of their choosing.”

Students sat quietly, holding 
signs declaring their support for 

inclusion. A low rumble of talking 
and giggling was quickly brought 
under control with a little counting 
by one staff member, who’s voice 
quickly got everyone’s attention.

The school day had just ended. 
The sun was shining. And teachers 
were about to get doused.

Dlugon stood in front of the stu-
dents to deliver the day’s “Pay to 
Pour” instructions. 

Suddenly, a spontaneous chant 
erupted from the collective student 
body:

“Dump that water! Dump that 
water! Dump that water!”

The first four victims — some of 
the school’s favorite teachers — 
took their seats. And then, to add an 
additional surprise, Dlugon donned 
a ponch and joined the soon-to-be 
soggy educators.

“What’s so amazing is that many 
Brown Avenue students shared that 
they were donating their own al-
lowance, Tooth Fairy money, lem-
onade stand money, etc.,” Joyce 
wrote. “Many students asked fami-
ly members for donations. We are 
so proud of our Brown Avenue 
Students. These kids are beyond 
generous, full of love, and want to 
raise awareness for Special Olym-
pics RI and more importantly, want 
their school to be known for its in-
clusive culture.”

All together, Joyce said the 
“Brown Avenue Family” raised 
more than $4,800 for SORI.

WET HEAD ADMIN: Above and below, Students lined up to soak teachers and most of all, the Brown Avenue 
School’s Principal Helina Dlugon. For more photos, turn to Pages 13 & 15. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

■ Pour
(Continued from page 1)
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Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD

Dr. Amylynne Frankel April Brosnan
FNP-C

Jennifer Fisher
MMSC, PA-C

STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

Call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

YARD DEBRIS, 
JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

THE WINNER: Above and below, third-grader Elliot Sarli, with the assistance of PE/Health teacher Amanda Sloan 
and teacher Bryana Ruisi, pour water over Principal Helina Dlugon. Sarli raised more than $1,200 on his own; more 
than any other student. For more photos, turn to Pages 13 & 15. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

TOO MUCH HOMEWORK? Students lined up to soak teachers, one cup, pitcher and bucket at a time, to raise 
money for Special Olympics Rhode Island. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) All MAjoR CRedit CARdS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodflorist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 79¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

5 George Waterman Rd., Johnston, RI 02919
401-233-0314

iwilliams@lazori.org www.lazori.org

We provide 
brokerage 
services for 
persons with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities.

268 Washington Street, West Warwick
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm • www.fredsautobody.biz

Call 821-7630 for 
complete collision service

DAMAGED CAR IN NEED OF REPAIRS?

Friendly & Honest Service
~INSURANCE WORK~

In Business 38 Years

 Fred’s Auto Body

By JENNIFER COATES

The iconic musician David Bowie once wrote of aging 
gracefully: “Aging is an extraordinary process where you 
become the person you always should have been.”  The notion 
of “aging” as synonymous with “becoming” and evolving with 
grace and dignity is the enduring philosophy of Akshay Talwar, 
the founder and director of The Preserve at Briarcliffe. Truly, 
it is Talwar’s overarching belief that, even as we age, life is 
still full of opportunities for growth, meaningful relationships, 
personal happiness, fulfilment and becoming the best versions 
of ourselves.   

This belief was a compelling force behind the conception, 
design, construction and completion of The Preserve, an 
Assisted and Independent Living Residence on the Briarcliffe 
campus in Johnston. Today, the increasing number of residents 
who have made The Preserve their home continue to live their 
lives with a sense of purpose, contentment and “becoming.” 

Every detail of this senior living community was intentionally 
designed to make residents and guests alike feel at home. Many 
special architectural features were incorporated into the design 
of this innovative residential complex. Though some of these 
might go unnoticed by the casual observer, they nonetheless 
exceed the “norm” and go beyond the standards of the industry. 
Some of these features include: 

Access to outdoors:  All apartments come with individual 
patios, balconies, Juliet balconies or casement windows. 

Natural light:  Wide corridors with handrails, bookended by 
large windows, let in abundant daylight.  

Climate controls:  Each apartment has individual heating and 
air conditioning controls. 

Barrier-free showers: safe and easy access to full-size showers 

Generator: May seem like a minor detail, but with New 
England weather, this is important. There is a back-up generator 
large enough to power the entire building for approximately 
one week. 

Elevators: Two large elevators for both safety and peace of 
mind 

Beyond these design features, The Preserve offers an array of 
highly personalized amenities and services such as:  Restaurant-
style dining, weekly housekeeping, laundry and linen services, 
state-of-the-art call and monitoring systems, scheduled 

transportation to appointments and outings. Everything that 
someone who wants to enjoy a truly fulfilling life and the 
freedom to “become the person they were always meant to be” 
is found here at The Preserve at Briarcliffe. 

Now is a great time to schedule your in-person tour of 
this exciting residence at 54 Old Pocasset Road. Come to this 
beautiful setting amid the peaceful woods of Johnston and 
make yourself at home.   

To arrange for your tour, call 401.944.2450 or visit Briarcliffe 
online at www.briarclifferi.com. 

The Preserve at Briarcliffe
A Supportive Independent and Assisted Living Residence in Johnston

The lobby to The Preserve at Briarcliffe provides the perfect “sense of arrival” for residents who live in this state-of-the 
art, catered community in Johnston. Here, President and CEO Akshay Talwar visits with some of the newest residents. 
Call 401-944-2450 to schedule your personal tour!
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SOLID PLEDGE: Ms. Crosby’s and Mrs. Ruisi’s first grade classes say the Brown Avenue Pledge before the water pouring began. (Submitted photo)

LITTLE BIT WET? First graders pour water over PE/Health Teacher Amanda Sloan. 
(Submitted photo)

UNITED WE STAND: Fourth-grader Kenny Davila holds a sign declaring Brown 
Avenue’s students are “Standing Together.” (Submitted photo)

GET READY TO GET SOAKED: Kaylie Gamez, Teacher Aide Laura Petrozzi, Elliot 
Sarli and Jayvion Rhau pose for a photo with teacher Bryana Ruisi. (Submitted 
photo)
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My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com

Sports

By PETE FONTAINE

No team, people in area softball circles, will tell you 
does it better than the U-18 Rhode Island Rockets, a 
traveling team that represents the Lisa Calabro-led 
Johnston Girls Softball League.

That fact surfaced in many forms last Wednesday 
night inside the famed Santa Maria Di Prata Club lo-
cated at 31 Walnut Grover Avenue in Cranston.

Amid a backdrop that featured seven spiffy tall tro-
phies and one towering award with four gold columns 
for winning a state championship and everything from 
red and blue linen napkins to white tablecloths, the 
Rockets celebrated their 2021 season in style during a 
fun-filled pasta dinner-fundraiser.

However, the event was no ordinary pasta party. 
Instead, the night was ear-marked with super spirit 

and terrific team togetherness that led head coach Der-
ek Calabro’s traveling ream to win seven of the 10 tour-
naments the Rockets entered and rack up a season total 
of 58 impressive victories after missing much of 2020 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. TERRIFIC TRIBUTE: Emily Pierce, who once wore number 32 while playing for the RI Rockets, is surrounded 

by her former teammates during last week’s surprise ceremony making her an honorary lifetime member. (Sun 
Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

Rockets enjoy 
fun-filled 
pasta party

Mazzulla lives 
March Madness dream

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The No. 13 University of Vermont 
men’s basketball team returned to 
the NCAA National Tournament 

and fell to No. 4 Arkansas 75-71.
UVM had another impressive 

season, taking home the America 
East Conference title to qualify for 
March Madness once again.

Emerging as one of the Cata-
mounts’ top players this season was 
Johnston native and Bishop Hen-

DREAM COME TRUE: Johnston’s Justin Mazzulla last week. (Photos by Nick LoVerde)

A shoutout to 
some locals
Spring practices be-

gin this week, so 
we are wrapping up the 
brief respite between 
seasons. Obviously I am 
referring to the end of 
winter and start of 
spring.

One thing that I enjoy 
about these short breaks 
is that they allow me to 
kind of look out the win-
dow and take a look at 
what is going on off the 
field, off the court, ice, 
what have you. Athletes 
accomplish so much 
more than what we see 
during the competition.

During the past week 
or so, I have used this 
time to catch up on some 
of the happenings with 
our locals, and I am go-
ing to use this column as 
a way to give a few of 
them shoutouts.

First, we had two of 
our guys make the pres-
tigious Golden Dozen 
for football. The Golden 
Dozen is an annual 
scholarship given by the 
Emo DiNitto/Rhode Is-
land Football Chapter of 
the National Football 
Foundation. The recipi-
ents of this award are 
chosen based on perfor-
mance on the gridiron as 
well as in the classroom, 
with a required mini-
mum grade average of 
B-plus to go along with 
at least All-Division hon-
ors.  Those selected to 
the Golden Dozen will 
be given $1,000 grants 
toward their respective 
colleges in a ceremonial 
dinner on May 2 at the 
Crowne Plaza in War-

wick.
Pilgrim’s Connor Wid-

mer and Johnston’s Joey 
Acciardo were the two 
guys in our coverage ar-
ea that made the cut.

This is always a great 
honor for those student 
athletes and it is nice to 
see their hard work be 
rewarded. I say it all the 
time, but there are few 
things in life as challeng-
ing as being a student-
athlete. Between the six 
or so hours spent in the 
classroom, plus the ad-
ditional hours doing 
homework. Combine 
that with practices, 
games, weight room 
workouts, traveling to 
events, many days these 
kids struggle just to find 
the time to eat dinner.

For these kids to not 
only accomplish that, 
but to excel both aca-
demically and athletical-
ly, it shows a tremen-
dous deal of commit-
ment, smarts and talent. 
These kids deserve so 
much credit. 

I am also looking for-
ward to seeing how 
these two kids do on the 

	 DREAM - PAGE 18 	 pitch - PAGE 18

	 rockets - PAGE 17
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THIS SIGN-ON BONUS ENDS
MARCH 1 ,  2022
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  One who regrets
  5.  Time zone
  8.  Subway dweller
 11.  Bend in a river
 13.  Alias
 14.  Isodor __, American Nobel physicist
 15.  Very (music)
 16.  Zero
 17.  Phil __, former CIA
 18.  Competitions
 20.  Unwell
 21.  Puts in place
 22.  Gets rid of
 25.  Allows light to pass through
 30.  Climbed quickly
 31.  We all have it
 32.  There’s a North & South
 33.  Emaciation
 38.  Supervises fl ying
 41.  Very dark colors
 43.  Unwanted
 45.  Grants
 48.  Three visited Jesus
 49.  Wife of Amun
 50.  Broadway actress Daisy

 55.  A Spanish river
 56.  I (German)
 57.  French opera composer
 59.  Six (Spanish)
 60.  Last letter
 61.  Spiritual leader of a Jewish 

congregation
 62.  Noah had one
 63.  Make a mistake
 64.  Tall plant

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Computer memory
  2.  “Et __”: “And wife” (Latin)
  3.  Ancient Syrian city
  4.  College army
  5.  Cassava
  6.  Talented
  7.  Capital of Estonia
  8.  Finger millet
  9.  In a way, assists
 10.  Men’s fashion accessories
 12.  Misery
 14.  Skin disorder
 19.  Selling at specially reduced prices
 23.  Good friend

 24.  Stationary portion of a generator
 25.  Expression of disappointment
 26.  The 17th letter of the Greek alphabet
 27.  Where birds fl y
 28.  Midway between north and 

northeast
 29.  Chaotic states
 34.  Comedic actress Gasteyer
 35.  Kids’ dining accessory
 36.  Snakelike fi sh
 37.  Midway between south and 

southeast
 39.  Assign lifelike qualities to
 40.  One who cites
 41.  Midway between east and southeast
 42.  North wind
 44.  One or the other
 45.  Cavalry sword
 46.  Of the Hungarian language
 47.  Life stories
 48.  Flat tableland with steep edges
 51.  Swiss river
 52.  Plant that makes gum
 53.  French cleric
 54.  One point east of northeast
 58.  Free from

Backed by an audience of proud parents, 
friends of the JGSL and special sponsors, 11 
members of Calabro’s classy club sat to-
gether at a long-banquet table wearing 
their accented game jersey and began the 
evening singing Happy Birthday to tri-
captain Falyn Lusignan, who received not 
one but two colorful cakes that everyone 
inside the filled and famed Italian-Ameri-
can social club enjoyed.

Likewise, there were no floral center-
pieces. Instead, each table was adorned 
with not one but two famed colorful photo-
graphs – one of the team and another of 
candid’s from the highly-successful season 
– that many people took home as keep-
sakes of the special party.

Derek Calabro, meanwhile, served as the 
night’s busy emcee that included announc-
ing the winning numbers for seven valu-
able raffle prizes that drawn by the players 
and at ranged from a wide screen television 
to a weekend stay at Foxwoods Resort & 
Casino in Ledyard, Ct. an over-sized gift 
baskets filled with Rhode Island Scratch 
Tickets.

“It’s obvious a lot of work went into the 
planning of this dinner,” several guests 
concurred. “The salad is great and so is the 
meatballs and pasta; I’ve heard a lot about 
Ralph’s Catering and I can see why the 
food is highly-rated; even the dinner rolls 
are warm.”

Yet another example of how the Rockets 
are a close knit group and have enjoyed 
near unmatched success that includes rais-
ing thousands of dollars for the Gloria 
Gemma Breast Cancer Research Founda-
tion came during a surprise ceremony for 
Emily Pierce.

The talented high school junior, who 
played first base for the Rockets but didn’t 
return in 2021 due to a busy schedule, re-
ceived a standing ovation when her be-
loved team presented her with a framed 
jersey featuring No. 32 and making her an 
honorary lifetime team member.

Needless to say, Pierce was surprised 
and was hugged by teammates but the 
happiest people in the room was her moth-
er - Kecia Kershaw Pierce – a one-time 
Coventry High softball standout who 
played on CGSL team that went to a na-
tional Tournament in Lubbock, TX.

Also sharing in Emily’s mighty moment 
was Rolaine Kershaw, her grandmother 
and Grandfather Phil Kershaw a one-time 
coach and athletic director at West War-
wick High School.

So, with the 2021 season now officially 
books, he Rockets are looking forward to 
2022 – a season that holds high promise 
will be filled with the love and respect tri-
captains Falyn Lusignan, Hanna Calabro 
and Victoria Butler along with Becky 
Baggeson, Elaina Furtado-Rahill, Micheli-
na Irons, Janina Mazzulla, Kaylee Bradley, 
Jenna Malloy, Maddie Nicholas and Brian-
na Grenier displayed during last week’s 
pasta party.

CAPTAINS CORNER: Rockets tri-captains Hannah Calabro, Victoria Butler and 
Falyn Lusignan ae all smiles during last week’s traveling team pasta party.

GRAMP’S GIRL: Phil Kershaw, a former long-time coach and athletic director at 
West Warwick High School, his wife Rolaine, daughter Kecia Kershaw-Pierce and 
Emily Pierce enjoy a lighter moment during the RI Rockets wrap-up dinner.  

PROUD PARENTS: Johnston Girls Softball League President Lisa Calabro and her 
husband Derek who manages the RI Rockets, are joined by their daughter Hannah 
during last week’s 2021 season celebration.

■ Rockets
(Continued from page 16)
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college stage. Acciardo is planning on heading out to Cali-
fornia while Widmer will be going to Delaware to compete 
in lacrosse. Either way, these guys had great high school 
careers and deserve the help that the scholarship will pro-
vide.

We also had a college signing at Pilgrim last week as girls 
soccer standout Alanna Coffie signed to play for Division I 
Providence College. 

The Pilgrim girls soccer team has been one of the best in 
the state over the past decade, churning out wins and play-
off appearances on an annual basis. Coffie has been one of 
the best players to hit the field for the Pats in the past few 
years and this commitment is not at all surprising.

One thing that I value or I guess I should say I would 
value, if I was a coach is consistency. That is one thing that 
has always stood out to me about Alanna … she always 
appeared in the box scores and always seemed to make an 
impact. Did not matter if it was regular season, playoffs. 
Whether she was scoring a goal, coming up with a big as-
sist, making a defensive stop, she was always right where 
she needed to be making plays. 

Pilgrim has had a few girls reach the college level in re-
cent years and Coffie is now the newest name added to the 
list. I am excited to see how she stands up to the Division I 
competition. When the Pats moved up to Division I two 
seasons ago, it did not matter as Coffie only seemed to get 
better. I think people sometimes underestimate how good 
Rhode Island soccer is … as someone that has covered 
sports in Massachusetts, Maine and RI, I think Rhody is the 
best.

Coffie is one of the regions best players and I am pretty 
confident that she will find success up the road in Provi-
dence. Congrats on the signing. 

Another Warwick athlete made headlines, as Rocky Hill’s 
Denzel Correia was named the Gatorade Player of the Year 
for boys basketball. This was the first time that a Rocky Hill 
player received this honor.

Considering the size of the school and the fact that the 
Mariners play mostly out of state, Rocky Hill is oftentimes 
overlooked. I will admit that I am guilty of that as much as 
anyone.

For Correia to win this award is not only a huge accom-
plishment for him, but it also puts Rocky Hill on the map.

ATTENTION  ELIGIBLE  MEN!

G E T R E A DY TO DAT E . CO M

Call for your complimentary consultation with 
Debra and learn how you can Get Ready To Date!

Enrolling Single  Men and  Women

Between Ages 50 & 85

Join My Matchmaking Database for Mature Singles

Debra L’Heureux
certified

matchmaker

401-289-0900

� Pitch
(Continued from page 16)

dricken alum Justin Maz-
zulla. The senior guard 
started 26 games, averag-
ing 7.6 points and 3.4 re-
bounds. He finished with 
13 points in the game 
against Arkansas last week.

“We thought that we 
could go further in our run 
in March Madness, that’s 
what we are hoping for, but 
unfortunately it didn’t go 
that way. Despite that, I 
think we succeeded in all of 
our goals that we had. 
(UVM) Coach (John) Becker 
laid out our goals, we 
wanted to achieve them 
and we did,” said Mazzul-
la.

Mazzulla began his col-
lege career at George Wash-
ington University but 
would transfer to UVM af-
ter two seasons. Ultimately, 
the move paid off as Maz-
zulla had the chance to play 
in one of the country’s big-
gest annual sporting events.

“It was a blessing in dis-
guise. Choosing Vermont 
was one of the best deci-
sions I ever made in college 
basketball. I entered such a 
great culture and atmo-
sphere where the coaches 
love you and want to see 
you succeed with everyone 
around you. Making that 

decision was fairly easy,” 
said Mazzulla.

Mazzulla comes from one 
of the Rhode Island’s most 
storied basketball families, 
with his late father Dan 
playing professionally then 
becoming one of the great-
est high school coaches in 
state history at Johnston. 
His older brother Joe also 
played collegiately, and is 
currently an assistant coach 
with the Boston Celtics.

“It was full circle. I spent 
so much time at March 
Madness but I was in the 
stands watching my broth-
er. Growing up, that’s ev-
erything that you dream of 
with March Madness. Peo-
ple making brackets, when 
you play basketball that’s 
all you talk about. When 
standing on the court with 
the March Madness logo in 
the middle, there’s nothing 
better than that,” said Maz-
zulla.

Mazzulla plans on either 
playing overseas upon 
graduating, or joining the 
coaching ranks. He is look-
ing forward to taking the 
next step and thanks his 
father for his success in the 
sport.

“It shows how much our 
dad instilled in us with bas-
ketball,” said Mazzulla. 
“How his teachings have 
led us two brothers to so 
much in basketball.”

� Dream
(Continued from page 16)

AT THE LINE: Justin Mazzulla gets set to shoot a free throw last week during the national tournament.
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

401-736-0600

Photo contest: 
Climate impacts 
on fishing 
and boating

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Send in your photos that depict posi-
tive or negative climate impacts on fish, 
habitat, or resource users and you will 
have a chance to win one of two $250 cash 
card prizes. Photos could include a habi-
tat change, fish that have left the area, fish 
here or here in greater abundance due to 
climate impacts, etc.

To enter, please send photographs to 
me, Dave Monti at dmontifish@verizon.
net by April 7. Each photo should be ac-
companied by the name of the photogra-
pher, where the photo was taken, and a 
brief one to two sentence description of 
the photograph.

Climate change is impacting our coastal 
shoreline, habitat and the fish we love to 
catch, eat and/or release. If you are inter-
ested in what is changing, and how to 
employ strategies and actions to address 
climate changes, you will want to attend 
the free online Climate Fishinar “Climate 
Change Effects on Recreational Fishing 
and Boating: Opportunities and Actions” 
on Wednesday, April 13, 6:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. The Series is part of the 2022 Baird 
Symposium being produced by Sea Grant 
at the University of Rhode Island Gradu-
ate School of Oceanography.

To take a look at the list of charter cap-
tains, fishing sharpies and climate scien-
tists participating, or to register for Ses-
sion II on April 13 visit Baird Sea Grant 
Symposium (uri.edu) .

 
Trout Unlimited fundraising 

banquet and auction
Rhode Island Trout Unlimited Charter 

No. 225 will hold its Annual Fundraising 
Banquet and Auction on

Saturday, March 26, 2022, 3 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. at the at the Quonset “O” Club, 
North Kingstown, RI. For directions, 
please visit http://www.quonsetoclub.
com/directions.html .

The Banquet will feature an early eve-
ning dinner buffet with multiple entree 
choices, a family style salad and dessert. 
A cash bar will be available for the bever-
age of your choice. There will be numer-
ous bucket raffles, door prizes, silent 
auction and live auction items. Some of 
the great items available at listed below.

Deerfield River – Pheasant Tail Tours 
full day float trip for two (2) anglers on 
the Deerfield or other nearby river.

Cape Cod – Chase Stripers with Fear-
less Fly Fishing’s Cynthia Harkness for 
four (4) hours for one angler.

Rhode Island – A half day, early season, 
Saltwater Light Tackle or Fly Fishing with 
Captain Eric Thomas on TEEZER

Multiple Single and Double handed 
casting lessons by FFI Certified Casting 
Instructors from Rhode Island, Connecti-

cut and New York.
Cinder Worm Hatch on Ninigret Pond 

- Charter for one angler with Captain Jim 
Barr of Skinny Water Charters

Dozens of fresh and salt water flies tied 
by fellow members and friends, plus 
rods, reels and other gear

Tickets are $35.00 for adults and $17.50 
for children 15 and under. Contact Susan 
Estabrook at susan@ysrinc.com with 
questions, please put in the subject line of 
your email TU#225. Purchase tickets on 
line in advance at https://secure.etrans-
fer.com/RICTU/Dinner.cfm .

 
Creating rigs and jigs seminar, 

Monday, March 28, 7 p.m.
Who hasn’t been out fishing and 

thought, “If my jig just had a bit more 
flash, a slightly different color or a longer 
skirt it would be perfect.” If you want to 
make or enhance old jigs to catch fish, you 
should attend the “Creating rigs and jigs” 
online RI Saltwater Anglers Association 
seminar Monday, March 28, 7 p.m.

Now is your chance to see how long 
time “Do it yourselfers” Captain Rich Hit-
tinger and Bob Murray both tie rigs and 
make jigs. Rich and Bob have put together 
a seminar that includes rig tying and also 
takes you through the process, selecting 
paint color, tying skirts and pouring the 
lead to create and tweak jigs to your own 
specifications and fishing style.

RISAA members attend free. Non-
members are welcome with a $10 dona-
tion to the RISAA Scholarship Fund. 
Membership is $50/person/year. For in-
formation contact Greg Vespe, Executive 
Director, at 401-826-2121 or vespe@risaa.
org.

Where’s the bite?
“Freshwater fishing for largemouth 

bass is picking up. With a couple of warm 
days last week anglers were hooking up 
with largemouth with shiners. And, Mon-
day morning with the nice weather we 
had anglers giving it a try too,” said John 
Littlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle, River-
side, RI. “The supply chain for gear and 
tackle does seem to be a bit better this 
year. We just ordered combination rod 
and reel rigs, PowerBait in multiple col-
ors, and hooks for opening day and ev-
erything came in.” Opening Day of trout 
season is the second Saturday of April, 
this year that’s Saturday, April 9.

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master license 
and charter fishing license. He serves on a 
variety of boards and commissions and has a 
consulting business focusing on clean oceans, 
habitat preservation, conservation, renewable 
energy, and fisheries related issues and clients. 
Forward fishing news and photos to dmon-
tifish@verison.net or visit www.noflukefish-
ing.com.

RIGS AND JIGS SEMINAR: Captain Rich Hittinger and Bob Murray, owners of the 
fishing vessel Skipjack, will give a seminar Monday on how to make or enhance your 
fishing rigs and jigs. (Submitted photo)

WHALES FEEDING: Whales are feeding closer to shore (here on Atlantic menha-
den) as their food has moved due to climate impacts. (Photo by John McMurray)
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Cranston book transports 
readers through time

You know what it 
is now, but what 
once was there? 

SIGNED PERSONALLY: Co-authors, Janet Ragno and Sandra Moyer, 
sign copies of their book, “Cranston Through Time,” for Debra Brown 
and John O’Leary on March 15. All proceeds go to benefi t the Cranston 
Historical Society. Copies can be purchased through the Society’

readers through time
You know what it 

By EMMA BARTLETT

Do you know what the Garden City center was before 
the stores were built? Well, Sandra Moyer, the 
Cranston Historical Society (CHS) President, can tell 
you the answer. 

“It was a coal mine,” said Moyer, who has lived in 
Cranston her whole life. 

Moyer and CHS member Janet Ragno recently co-authored 
“Cranston Through Time,” a 96 page book of then and now 
photographs of places throughout Cranston. The images show 
how areas within the city have evolved – followed by captions 
describing the photos’ history. All photos come from CHS’s 
collection.

“It’s surprising how many buildings are still there but have 
been changed,” Moyer said.

Moyer and Ragno started working on the book in 2018 and 
focused on sections of the city including Eden Park, Garden City, 
Pawtuxet Village, Oaklawn and Auburn. The book was published 
in December 2019, followed by one book signing event. The 
historical society planned to host a presentation and book signing 
in 2020, but the pandemic quickly put a halt to their plans. After 
two years, the authors fi nally held their book presentation and 
signing on March 15 at Sprague Mansion.

At the March event, Moyer and Rango spoke about the book 
making process and held a Cranston quiz with images of places 
around Cranston and seeing if individuals could recognize them. 
Moyer, who would like to have a presentation at the Cranston 
Senior Enrichment Center, said it would be an interesting quiz for 
the senior population who might remember some of the places 
from their youth. 

As for some of the changes over the years, Moyer referenced how the Pawtuxet fi sh market 
in Pawtuxet Village now holds small shops including Dear Hearts Ice Cream. Additionally, 
the old city hall in Knightsville was torn down and is now the location of the Knightsville 
gazebo. Additionally, there were a lot of old taverns in Cranston and the current 99 Restaurant 
sits in the location of an old tavern. 

“It’s still serving travelers,” Moyer said.
“Cranston Through Time” is the second book that Moyer has co-authored. The fi rst, 

“Cranston Revisited,” was published in 2014 which Moyer co-authored with current CHS 
vice-president Tom Worthington. That book focuses on topics such as the area’s recreation, 
manufacturing and agriculture. 

Moyer said the fi rst book turned out to be a diffi cult process and said never again would 
she write another one. Five years later, however, she found herself with another completed 
book. 

She said the second book was easier to curate thanks to Jim Hall who uploaded the photos 
in the historical society’s computer system. Moyer said for the fi rst book, the photos were kept 
in the organization’s attic which was sweltering in the summer and freezing in the winter.  

As for the March 15 event, Moyer said the historical society had a respectable turnout for 
the fi rst book signing since 2019 – the range of individuals went from age 13 to 86. 

Moyer and Ragno hope people who remember Cranston from their youth, as well as 
younger people interested in what existed before them, will all enjoy the book’s then and 
now photographs. 

Individuals can purchase a copy of “Cranston Through Time” for $20 at the Cranston 
Historical Society by calling 401-944-9226. All the proceeds from sales of this book will be 
donated to the organization to help in its mission to protect, preserve and promote this city’s 
history. Moyer said they would like to host several book signings and presentations, possibly 
at the Cranston Senior Enrichment Center and Cranston Public Library.  
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If you have been looking to adopt
or know of an animal in need,

please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com
Photo credit: Jen Reynolds

AnimAl  TAlk
By Karen Kalunian

Gelato
Ahoy! Meet Gelato! He is a young Rottweiler with 
a huge smile and a big heart to match! Gelato’s 
smile says it all, love me! He is smart, playful 
and ready for his forever home. He is available 
for adoption at Providence Animal Control and 
they are currently open by appointment only 
so you can contact them via email for more 
information and to set up an appointment to 
meet Gelato. Email: provanimalcontrol@gmail.
com They are located at 200 Terminal Rd/
Adoption Way Providence RI.

Gelato is ready to
set sail with you!

Local ❤ Adoptable ❤ Loveable

Edwin James Bowled was 
born in England and came to 
America in 1884 when he was 
just 12 years old. The son of 
James and Elizabeth Bowled, 
he later took up the occupation 
of fashion knitting and began 
working at the British Hosiery 
Company in Johnston. The fac-
tory had been started by Rob-
ert Cooper, who had also come 
from England in 1884, bring-
ing with him all the machinery 
needed to manufacture cash-
mere and cotton hosiery as well 
as over 100 Englishmen who 
wanted to work for him. 

During the summer of 1893, 
Edwin met Elizabeth Wester-
ville, the beautiful 20-year-old 
daughter of Foster farmer Rob-
ert Westerville and his wife 

Jane. The young woman fell in 
love with the handsome Eng-
lishman and he asked her to 
marry him. On Jan. 20, 1894, the 
two exchanged vows as Eliza-
beth prepared for a life of loving 
bliss. Things did not go accord-
ing to plan, however. It was said 
that Elizabeth was unhappy 
over the marital situation and, 
nine months after becoming her 
husband, Edwin disappeared.

As Elizabeth and her parents 
made attempts to locate Edwin, 
they were shocked to discover 
that he had once returned to 
England after his initial arrival 
in America, married and fa-
thered two children. Leaving 
his family overseas, he had sim-
ply come back to America and 
married again. 

If that information was not 
enough to shock and anger Eliz-
abeth’s parents, their investiga-
tion would later turn up even 
more disturbing facts. Still 
searching for him one year and 
two months after the disappear-
ance, they learned he was in 

Fort Wayne, Ind. and had mar-
ried yet again, to a young wom-
an named Grace.

With all of their research in 
hand, Robert and Jane went to 
the police and asked that Edwin 
be arrested. The police chief ex-
plained that he was unable to 
do that but he agreed that he 
would help to bring Edwin back 
to Rhode Island to face the legal 
ramifications of bigamy.

Elizabeth and Edwin were 
soon divorced and, in 1896, she 
married stationary engineer 
Har-ry Booth and settled in 
Cranston. Grace also divorced 
Edwin, on Oct. 21, 1899. Eight 
months later, he married Ber-
tha Whitehead in Franklin New 
Hampshire.

Following another divorce, 

Edwin married Mabel Addison 
in Franklin on Feb. 19, 1905. An-
other disappearance followed 
and, on Nov. 23, 1911, Mabel 
filed for divorce on the grounds 
of “willing absence”. 

In 1914, in Berks, Penn., Ed-
win married Marie Klink. They 
moved into a home together 
with his two new stepdaughters 
while he continued knitting for 
a living at a local hosiery mill. 
He died there in Berks at the age 
of 57 on April 7, 1929 of heart 
disease, which he had been suf-
fering from for five years. He 
was buried there in Penn. before 
he had any opportunity to take 
on a seventh wife.

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode Island 
columnist, lecturer and author.

Johnston man has too many wives
Back 
in the Day

by 
Kelly Sullivan

NETFLIX

RESCUED BY RUBY
* * * ½

(Tale of Warwick Rescue Dog)

Based on a true story, a local state trooper rescues 
a Warwick shelter dog that (after some agonizing 
attempts to train her) becomes a hero; the movie plays 
out like an old-fashioned Lassie movie.

Although the 
events hap-
pened in Rhode 
Island, the mov-
ie was filmed 
in Vancouver 
and premiered 
recently at the 
East Greenwich 
Odeum.

Grant Gustin 
plays Daniel, a 
young Type A 
state trooper 
who dreams of 
joining the K9 
unit.

There are no 
openings and 
dogs cost more 

than what is in the budget, so Daniel takes Ruby from 
the local shelter.

Ruby turns out to be an uncontrollable, untrainable 
problem dog who had been brought back to the shelter 
eight times and was about to be put down when Daniel 
came to the rescue.

Ruby and Daniel slowly bond, as the owner’s wife 
encourages Daniel to have patience in training Ruby. 
The dog goes on become a hero in true Lassie fashion.

The movie has a great lesson about believing in 
yourself and overcoming disabilities (Daniel has 
dyslexia).

ANIMALS — BIG CATS 
* * * *

Netflix’s Animal series contains some of the best up-
close nature photography we have ever seen.

The first of the latest four-part series features the 
big cats, ranging from the lions of Africa to the snow 
leopards of the Himalayas.

We witness the exciting and violent hunts of the 
majestic animals from the time their mothers train them 
to the killing of their prey.

We learn about the different physical attributes 
necessary to succeed in different environments.

We are reminded that it is the mother who trains her 
cubs to kill while the father’s role is to protect them.

Hunting alone has given way to hunting in prides, as 
the environment is changing, and human hunters have 
interfered with the laws of survival.

The documentary is more violent than “The 
Godfather” as we watch the kill and the subsequent 
feast. Close-ups of the big cats with blood dripping down 
their faces may be a bit too much for the squeamish, but 
hey, the wild creatures must eat to survive.

BAD VEGAN 
* *

(Documentary)

The story of “New York’s Hottest Vegan,” Sarma 
Melngailis, is reenacted in vignettes that are filled with 
that famous four-letter word to the point of absurdity.

Sarma opened a fashionable vegan restaurant that 
became trendy for the in-crowd. She made lots of 
money.

Sarma fell in love with Shane, who had a shady 
background and many aliases. She laundered money to 
cover Shane’s gambling debts and, after doing many 
dumb things at his beck and call, went into hiding with 
him and left creditors without the millions they lent her.

Was she conned or was she part of a con job herself.
By the end of the series, I just wanted her to go away 

permanently.
Three more hour-long docs include Dogs, Marsupials, 

and Octopus.

AMAZON

BEING THE RICARDOS 
* * * *

Javier Bardem stars as Desi Arnaz and Nicole Kidman 
plays Lucille Ball, both nominated for Best Actor and 
Best Actress in this year’s Academy Awards.

The movie, unlike Amy Poehler’s documentary, 
focuses on the rehearsal and production of one episode 
of “I Love Lucy” and the relationship between the 
Cuban band leader and his actress wife.

It is a time when the House on Unamerican Activities 
labels Lucy a communist by and, when Lucy is 
pregnant, CBS won’t mention the word or follow her 
pregnancy as part of the popular show.

The acting is great, especially as they replicate the 

live weekly shows.
You will learn a few things about the couple and their 

road to divorce.
Amazon follows the movie with some classic “I Love 

Lucy” TV shows.

ACADEMY AWARDS

While we are not fans of award shows, we still watch 
them every year.

We will never agree that there is one Best Actor or one 
Best Picture.

This year, there are ten nominees for Best Picture, and 
we will never understand how “Dune” and “Licorice 
Pizza” made the list.

”West Side Story” seems to be a shoo-in, but there are 
a few others that we enjoyed in this slim year for Oscar-
quality films.

If you haven’t seen the following, put them on your 
list:

“Nightmare Alley” with Rhode Island’s Richard 
Jenkins in a key supporting role.

“Coda,” the story of a girl raised in a deaf family.
“Power of the Dog,” a modern Western.
We haven’t seen “Macbeth,” but any performance by 

Denzel Washington has to be a contender.
We thought that Benedict Cumberbatch was great in 

“Power of the Dog.”
We liked every performance by the nominated 

actresses and could not pick anyone who rose above 
the rest.

As of this writing, we have only seen the nominations 
for Best Animated Short Film and the only one that was 
enjoyable and understandable was the British entry 
“Robin Robin.”

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies

See it at the 
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933  Electrical

929  Home Improvements

936  Handyman

939  Moving & Storage

943  Landscaping

953  Oil Tank Removal

960  Storage

965  Rubbish Removal

940 Snow Removal

948  Plastering

945  Painting

Donnla Hughes as Darja 
and Gunnar Manchester 
as Maks. (Photo by Cat 

Laine/Painted Foot)

Theatre Review by DON FOWLER

Darja (Donnla Hughes) sits on a bench at a bus stop 
in New Jersey, crying for a better life after immigrating 
from Poland and running from three failed marriages. 

We meet Tommy, (Steve Kidd) husband #3, as he 
shouts profanities at her, ordering her to “Get in the car!” 

Darja is down on her luck. The American Dream 
isn’t what she expected as she struggles through bad 
relationships, low paying, bottom level jobs and the 
realization that money, not love, is what she needs to 
survive. 

Playwright Martyna Majok has structured the play 
over 22 years in the tough life of a woman struggling to 
survive in world where she is overlooked, abused and 
fi nding herself at a point in her life where she knows not 
where to turn. 

Pay attention to the shifts in time as Darja tries to deal 
with Tommy and Maks, (Gunnar Manchester), her fi rst 
husband, who has brought her to America where he 
hopes to pursue a career in music. 

The one-act play is fi lled with allegories and 
metaphors, as the author makes statements on the 

diffi culties of immigrants, especially women, in an 
uncaring world. The fact that the play opens at the same 
time as Russia invades Ukraine is an eerie coincidence. 

Darja’s world is interrupted by a stranger who offers 
temporary help, which she rejects because it offers no 
long-range solution. Talk about metaphors! 

Rodney Witherspoon II has a pivotal role as Vic, 
giving a perfect performance fi lled with both joy and 
poignancy. 

Poignancy is the word. In spite of her rashness and 
anger, you will care deeply for Darja and the problems 
of the underserved people struggling to survive. 

Kidd makes Tommy a fascinating character. He cares, 
but he doesn’t know what to do. Manchester has the role 
of the Polish immigrant dreamer down Pat. He knows 
what he wants to do. Hughes wears her insecurities on 
her sleeve as she faces the harsh realities of life. 

Rachel Walsh directs the play up close and personal, 
putting the characters right in front of a bleak gray wall 
and forcing the audience to feel their pain. 

“Ironbound” is a play that will stay with you long 
after the lights go out.  It is at Warwick’s Gamm Theatre 
through April 10. Call 723-4266.

Powerful performances 
in Gamm’s ‘Ironbound’ 

Rodney Witherspoon II as Vic 
and Donnla Hughes as Darja in 
Ironbound at The Gamm. (Photo by 
Cat Laine/Painted Foot)

Steve Kidd as Tommy 
and Donnla Hughes as 
Darja. (Photo by Cat 
Laine/Painted Foot)
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CLASSIFIEDS
Sun Rise 732-3100

NOTICES
005 Announcements
010 Notices
015 Devotions
030 Child Care Offered
040 Child Care Wanted
050 Business Services
060 Lost & Found
070 Misc. Wanted
075 Entertainment
080 Personal Services
085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE
100 Autos Wanted
110 Auto Repair
120 Auto Parts
130 Autos For Sale
135 Mini Vans For Sale
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale
150 Motorcycles For Sale
160 RV's/Campers For Sale
170 Auto Rent/Lease
180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
200 Bazaars/Flea Markets
202 Craft Items/Sales
205 Yard Sales
210 Free Merchandise
215 Misc. For Sale
220 Antiques/Collectibles
225 Boats & Motors
230 Building Materials
235 Coins/Jewelry
240 Cameras
243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers
250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves
255 TV/Entertainment
260 Musical Instruments
265 Furniture
270 Appliances
275 Clothing
280 Bicycles
285 Sports/Exercise Equipment
290 Machinery/Tools

PETS/ANIMALS
300 Dogs For Sale
310 Cats For Sale

320 Pets/Animals
330 Pets Needing Homes
340 Animal Care
350 Pet Services
370 Free To Good Home

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
400 Businesses For Sale
405 Business Opportunities
410 Business Opportunities Wanted
420 Money To Lend
490 Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT
500 Help Wanted
510 General Office
520 Medical Help Wanted
530 Sales Help Wanted
540 Jobs/Situations Wanted

RENTALS
600 Apartments For Rent
605 Rentals
610 Condos For Rent
620 Garage For Rent

630 Rooms For Rent
635 Duplex for Rent
640 House For Rent
645 Commercial Rentals
650 Store/Office For Rent
655 Storage Space
660 Vacation Rentals
665 Marinas
670 Wanted To Rent
680 Roommate Wanted
690 House To Share

REAL ESTATE
700 Commercial For Sale

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

JAY PACKAGING
GROUP

$900 SIGNING BONUS* 
*Signing Bonus is available to new employees for the successful 
completion of their new position as a packer or material handler. 

Located in Warwick, RI, we are a leader in the printing and packag-
ing industry, providing our customers with packaging solutions that 
stretch the limits of technology while delivering products in a timely, 
consistent and cost-competitive manner.  Our customer base is grow-
ing and we need motivated individuals to join our team and help to 
create innovative visual display packaging.  These positions are full 
time and not seasonal positions.

We offer a competitive benefit package including Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and Dental, VSP eye care, company-paid life insurance, 401(k), 
savings plan, vacation/holidays, and employee recognition programs 
in addition to a safe, clean working environment.

Mena Raso, Senior Human Resources
100 Warwick Industrial Drive, Warwick, RI 02886
Fax: 401.244.1398 • e-mail: mraso@jaypack.com

Hand Packers
1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift 

Material Handlers
1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift

Press Feeder
off shifts

Quality Assurance 
Manager

1st Pressman - off shifts

2nd Pressman

Thermoforming Operator

500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted

205  Yard Sales

500  Help Wanted

Book Release 2021 Baseball 
From Providence To Promi-
nence By Dan D’Alessio. ISBN# 
978-1-6624-3862-2 for hard copy. 
Also an E-Book and paperback.

215  Misc. For Sale

Advertising Account Executive 
– West Bay - Local Newspaper 
Company looking for an adver-
tising sales representative to 
service the Cranston/Johnston 
area. Knowledge of this area and 
its businesses is preferred. Com-
puter Skills (Outlook, Word, Ex-
cel) helpful. The ideal candidate 
should possess strong organiza-
tional skills. Assertiveness and 
professionalism in the workplace 
is a must. They should be willing 
to work in an office environment 
as well as on the road. Sales 
experience helpful. But will train 
the ideal candidate. Must have 
your own vehicle and be willing 
to spend time on the road as well 
as in the office. Flexibility is key in 
this position. Base Salary + Com-
mission. Interested candidates 
can send their resume to don-
naz@rhodybeat.com.

MISSING DOG FROM CT - 
Small, female Beagle/Dachshund 
mix, 15 lbs. Dark tan & white with 
diamond-shape white patch on 
back of neck and black on snout, 
brown eyes. Someone may have 
picked her up and didn’t realize 
she had a home. REWARD for 
safe return. Call 203-605-4487 or 
your local Animal Control Officer.

060 Lost & Found

Cars and Trucks wanted – Any 
condition - $300 and up; $ Cash 
Paid $ Call 401-943-6625 Lic# 
200

10,000 BTUs GE Air Condition-
ers: Asking $200. Netbook: Ask-
ing $100. Call 921-8031

270 Appliances

For Sale: 7 Speed adult tricycle 
– New. Never been ridden. $300. 
Call 401-737-6862

280 Bicycles

READING TUTOR: CERTIFIED 
K-12. 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
CALL 258-7082

095 Tutoring

Yard Sale: 24 Holly Hill Lane, 
Cranston, 02921 – Sunday March 
27th from 8am-12pm. Toys, Pa-
perback books, basement im-
provement items and more!

Ben Franklin Wood burning 
stove - Excellent condition. 401-
463-7812

250 Stoves

750 Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

Spend $69/Month, make $300/
Month or more! Go to www.lav-
label.com or call 312-900-8015. 
Mention Code #8146452

500  Help Wanted

Carpet Cleaning Trainee - 
$16/HR. Full time days. Valid 
drivers license. Clean BCI. 
Full benefits, excellent working 
conditions. Call Joe 401-258-
9648

Advertising Account Executive - 
National/Major Accounts - Local 
Newspaper Company seeking a 
seasoned professional for a print 
and digital sales position, cultivat-
ing new business and servicing 
current national, regional and ma-
jor local accounts. The ideal can-
didate would possess strong or-
ganizational skills. Assertiveness 
and strong communication skills 
are a must. Computer Skills (Out-
look, Word, Excel) helpful. Base 
Salary + Commission. Must have 
your own vehicle and be willing to 
spend time on the road as well as 
in a office setting. Interested can-
didates can send their resume to 
donnaz@rhodybeat.com.

PEST CONTROL TECH WANT-
ED. Full Time. Griggs and Browne, 
Providence. Competitive Salary. 
To apply, call 401-944-3400

CLEANER: Part-time. 1st Shift, 
20-25 hours/week, Monday-Sat-
urday. $13/Hour. Must have valid 
Driver’s License and clean BCI. 
Call Paul at 301-1162.

540 Job Wanted

Ice Rink positions. Rink Atten-
dant / Maintenance / Cleaners 
/ Zamboni Operator at both our 
North Smithfield and Pawtucket 
facilities. Qualified applicants for 
this position must be clean, reli-
able and customer oriented. Ap-
plicant must be able to pass a 
background check. Hours are 
extremely flexible. We are look-
ing to fill both Full Time and Part 
Time positions. Salary is based 
on experience.  Email: Rick@
phchockey.com

Elder care. Light housekeeping, 
cooking, laundry, companionship. 
Eden Park/Auburn area only. Ref-
erences. Excellent worker. Call 
Nancy 401-781-8053

635 Duplex  
For Rent

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths. 
Unfurnished, hardwood floors. 
Washer & Dryer, stove, refrig-
erator, 1-yr lease. $1000 mo. + 
utilities. Security. No pets. No 
smoking. Credit check, BCI, ref-
erences. Bob 529-5898.

100 Autos Wanted

500  Help Wanted

Call Amanda 
to place your ad 

by phone
732-3100

Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

R E A C H  OV E R  1 2 5 , 0 0 0  H O M E S

Classified 
Deadline is 

10 AM Monday
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1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

Mon. 10aM-6pM • Tues.-saT. 9:30aM-6:30pM • Closed sunday

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

Now AvAilAble — PrivAte APPoiNtmeNts 
& House CAlls For Your CoNveNieNCe

CA$H For GolD
HiGHest PriCes PAiD! 

sell with confidence to a liCeNseD 
precious metals dealer.

buYiNG 
and selliNG
Gold • Silver • Diamonds 
Jewelry • Coins & more!
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN,

 WE BUY IT ALL!

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

We Pay More $$$ - Why Go anyWhere else?

$$ We Buy Gold, Silver, Platinum JeWelry & ScraP, 
coinS, diamondS & more $$ toP caSh PriceS Paid 

We Will Buy entire ColleCtions of Pre-1970
CoMiCs • Cards • Coins • toys & others

www.goldpawnexchange.com
smelucci77@gmail.com

1507 Post road
Warwick, ri 02888
401-921-5846

Gold & Silver
Jewelry & Coin

Gold & Silver Jewelry & Coin
New Location!

lic. #20070 
confidential Buyer 

For 15 years

A Colonial 
Doctor and 
Gunsmith’s 

Account Books

A few weeks ago, I wrote about Moses Mosman, 
a doctor from Sudbury, Massachusetts at the start 
of the American Revolution who also was also a gun 
maker. Right after I sent the article, I made a trip to 
the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester as 
they happened to have three of his account books 
in their extensive collection and I spent an entire 
day fl ipping through the pages of these wonderful 
books!

As mentioned in the previous article, Mosman was 
born in Sudbury in 1742 and his account books start 
in 1763 when he was 21 years old. They list each of 
his patients and what he treated them for, as well 
as their wives and children. He mentions what he 
gave them for medication, the cost, and how he was 
paid. Sometimes in cash, a pig, a chicken, cloth, and 
sometimes gun parts. Reading each listing he seems 
to have begun working on guns by 1770 or so. As the 
start of the American Revolution grew closer, he did 
quite a bit of gun work. In the fall of 1774 around the 

time of the so-called “Powder Alarm” 
in Charlestown, Massachusetts, 
quite a few of his patients are having 
him fi x their guns. It is also around 
this time that the Town of Sudbury 
hires him for 9 days to repair the 
town-owned guns to make sure they 
are ready for service.

Having grown up in the neighboring 
town of Concord and studying local 
town records as well as those in the Massachusetts 
Archives Collection, I recognize many of the names 
of the folks he either took care of or repaired their 
fi rearns. One was Aaron Haynes, a captain in one of 
Sudbury’s militia companies. On March 22, 1775, he 
sent in a return of his company and stated he had 
60 “men- well Provided with fi re armes.” According 
to the pages in the Mosman book, Haynes had 
issues with his own gun and on April 8, 1775, just 11 
days prior to the outbreak of the war he wrote “1775 
April 8 To mending your gun and fi nding a Lock.” 
It seems the gun lock must have been in such bad 
shape that it couldn’t be repaired and had to fi nd a 
new one and fi t it to his gun. 

Other patients’ entries record things like “To 
bleeding your wife” and in the next entry “to mending 
your gun lock.” Although this listing isn’t repairing 
a gun, another patient was Benjamin Berry from 

Sudbury. I had copies of all his petitions for loses 
from the Massachusetts State Archives. Berry 
lost his arm as a sailor on Benedict Arnold’s Lake 
Champlain fl eet on October 11, 1776. After he 
recovered enough to go home, he went back to 
Sudbury and was taken care of by Dr. Mosman.

Objects, as well as books and documents can 
really help to give us a look into the lives of those 
who came before us. The Mosman account books 
are another example of this fascinating period.

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria 

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI
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 www.rhodybeat.com

������������

401-206-9393

DAVE T TEAM • Licensed In RI & CT

MartyWebberRealtor.com
401-206-9393
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*The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 2.49% for the first year of the loan. After the first year, the APR will adjust to .51% below Prime Rate. Prime Rate is 3.25% as listed in The Wall Street 
Journal as of March 17, 2020. Rate based on individual creditworthiness and subject to change without notice. APR will not exceed 21% or fall below 3.00%. Minimum line of credit is 
$20,000 and maximum of $250,000. Existing Rhode Island Credit Union loans are eligible with at least a $20,000 line increase. Maximum loan-to-value is 80%. 1-4 family owner-occupied 
properties only. Flood insurance may be required. Applicable trust review fees may apply. Other home equity loan programs, rates and terms available. Certain restrictions apply. We will pay 
some or all of the bona-fide third party fees to open the plan. If you close your home equity line of credit plan within the first three (3) years from the opening date, you agree to 
reimburse us for any bona-fide third party fees we paid on your behalf. Rhode Island Credit Union NMLS #509121

401.941.8770
ricreditunion.org

2.49 %
APR*

Home Equity Line of Credit
RATES AS LOW AS

A simplified example of
the home buying process
For best results, start with contacting a professional support team for financing 

and a reliable realtor for a plan to successfully reach your specific goals
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Paving • Seal Coating
Line Striping • Asphalt Repair

Residential & Commercial

401-640-6799
actionasphaltservice@gmail.com
www.actionasphaltservices.com

Aquino
      LANDSCAPING

H Serving all of Kent County H
401-340-6049

• Lawn Care
• Mulching
• Planting

• Transplanting
• Trimming
• More

Booking Spring Cleanups, 
Brush Removal, Thatching, Gutter 
Cleaning, Junk Removal & More!

NOW ACCEPTING NEW WEEKLY
MAINTENANCE CUSTOMERS

Fresh Perspective
Landscaping

639-7214
P i cture  Perfect
Landscape & more

from Pruning 
to Power washing 

and Painting 
to Planting....

(508)369-4264

• Service Contracts Available •
We Provide Complete Air Conditioning, Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL Service & Installation COMMERCIAL
Keeping you comfortable since 1934!

A Full In-House Design Installation & Service Company
RI Reg. #1561

Call 401-351-3900

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations • Complete Electrical Services

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Want Comfort?
The Feeling is
“Mutual!”

WE
CONVERT
OIL TO
GAS

MUTUAL
HVAC SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Mutual Engineering

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Spring

METRO

Bank of America says a home equity line of credit, often referred to as a HELOC, is a line of credit 
secured by your home. It is a revolving credit line that can be used for various expenses. The Credit 
Union of Southern California reports that a HELOC credit line is issued by a lender and has a 
limit and variable interest rate that is secured by the equity in your home. 

A HELOC is similar to a credit card in that they both provide revolving credit. Investo-
pedia says revolving credit is an agreement that permits an account holder to borrow 
money repeatedly up to a set dollar limit while also repaying a portion of the current 
balance due in regular payments over time. But unlike credit cards that may have high 
interest rates, the interest rates of HELOCs often are lower — a signifi cant advantage 
when paying off large amounts of borrowed money.

Home equity accessed through a HELOC can be a great source of value for future 
renovations, large purchases such as cars, educational expenses, and alternative 
debt repayment. The credit limit of a HELOC depends on your credit standing and 
unpaid debts. It also is determined by the market value of the home and how much 
you owe on your mortgage. According to Credit Karma, banks tend to limit the 
amount borrowed to no more than 85 percent of the appraised value of the home, 
minus what is owed on the mortgage. HELOC terms also vary, but they can run for 
as long as 30 years.

Even though there are many benefi ts to HELOCs, there is a downside to using a 
home as collateral. Investopedia says home equity lenders place a second lien on the 
home (in addition to the fi rst mortgage lien). Defaulting on HELOC payments can result 
in legal action and a home being repossessed. Another potential pitfall is a lender may 
reduce or freeze your credit line after missed payments. Even though banks attempt to limit 
how much can be borrowed through HELOCs to help avoid potentially negative situations, 
they are not without risk.

Borrowers considering a HELOC have other options, including home equity loans. Homeown-
ers can speak with fi nancial advisors to learn more about their options for maximizing equity in their 
homes. SH222673

What is a HELOC? 
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METRO

Mother Nature can be harsh on a lawn, 
and it’s up to homeowners to nurse their 
lawns back to health after they endure 
the elements. That’s often the case when 

winter ends and homeowners uncover signs of dam-
age to their lawns.

Homeowners cannot begin to repair winter lawn 
damage until they learn to identify it, and the follow-
ing are some telltale signs that winter took a harsh 
toll on a landscape.

• Wilted grass: Many things can cause grass to wilt 
over the course of winter, so homeowners may have 
to put on their sleuth’s cap to determine why grass 
that was healthy as recently as late fall is now wilted 
as the spring bloom begins. Grass that’s adjacent to 
walkways and driveways might have wilted due to 
the application of de-icing solutions. Such products 
can prevent the formation of ice on driveways and 
walkways. However, when they’re tracked onto the 
grass by people or animals or blown there by winter 
winds, grass can wilt. A deep watering in spring can 
fl ush any lingering solution from the lawn. In future 
winters, homeowners can be as careful as possible 
when applying de-icing solutions, making a con-

certed effort to avoid spreading any onto the grass 
and limited applications to areas of the driveway and 
walkways that are not close to the grass.

• Brown patches: The National Association of 
Landscape Professionals notes that brown patches 
in a lawn often develop after heavy snowfall. Such 
patches tend to develop where large piles of shov-
eled snow were deposited, so homeowners can 
inspect alongside driveways and walkways. The 
NALP advises homeowners to rake away part of the 
brown patches fi rst. If green tissue is emerging be-
neath, then the lawn will likely be fi ne in due time. 
However, if the area beneath is not green and sur-
rounding areas are already turning green, homeown-
ers may need to rake up dead tissue before applying 
topsoil to the affected spots. Once topsoil is spread, 
some grass seed can be spread and the grass should 
regain its green glory.

• Gray or pink grass: Another indicator of winter 
lawn damage linked to snow is gray or pink grass. 
The NALP reports that this is a byproduct of snow 
mold caused by lingering snow. Action may be un-
necessary, as the NALP notes these circular patterns 
often go away on their own. If not, raking the af-
fected areas might be enough to get the lawn on the 

road to recovery. If the issue continues to linger after 
raking, a topsoil application and subsequent seeding 
may be necessary.

These are three common signs of winter lawn dam-
age in areas where snowfall is signifi cant during the 
coldest months of the year. Homeowners concerned 
about their damaged lawns are urged to contact a lo-
cal landscape professional to correct any issues that 
linger into spring.  GT224832

Signs of

LAWN DAMAGE

Doing what’s right...for you!
greenwoodcu.org

2669 Post Road, WarwickEQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY NMLS ID 1184630

GRAB A GREAT LOW RATE...
Before it’s TOO LATE! 

 
 

Greenwood 
Mortgage 
Refinancing
 Lower Payments
 LESS Interest
 Personal Service

Don’t miss your chance! 

Get started fast and easy:

Call us: 401-562-2729

Apply online: greenwoodcu.org

Snow-covered 
lawns can be 
pretty, but 
heavy snowfall 
can contribute 
to winter lawn 
damage.

Signs ofwinter

Real Estate License
FREE Pre-License Training

ALBERT REALTORS® 
in conjunction with the 
REAL ESTATE INSTITUTE 
OF RHODE ISLAND

is offering FREE pre-license training.
For terms contact Deborah Mathers, Managing Director 

at 401-944-3377
Diagonally across from 

Spain Restaurant

1050 Reservoir Ave, Cranston, RI 02910

Online 
Courses 
Available
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PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!

ONLY 
$1500

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

WET BASEMENT – MOLD?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

Quality Workmanship • Reasonable Pricing

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                RI Reg. #9386

M&M’sss
DINER

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 7AM-8PM

3 EGGS 
& TOAST 

$149
PASTA WITH
1 MEATBALL 

$599
FISH &
CHIPS 

$799
1LB. T-BONE
DINNER 

$1799

NOW 
OPEN
at 7am!!
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